
Autumn 1 – What happens when things go wrong? 

EYFS Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Pupils should be taught ….. 

Understanding the World 

 

3-4 years – Show interest in different 

occupations.   

Begin to understand the need to respect and care 

for the natural environment and all living things.   

Continue developing positive attitudes about the 

differences between people. 

Know that there are differences in the world and 

talk about difference they have experienced or 

seen in photos.   

 

Reception – Talk about members of their 

immediate family and community.   

Compare and contrast characters from stories, 

including figures from the past.   

Draw information from a simple map.   

Recognise some environments that are different to 

the one in which they live.   

 

Past and Present ELG – Talk about the lives of 

people around them and their role in society.   

Know some similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class.   

Know that …… 

Reception: 

• There are a range of occupations 

where people are trained to help us.   

• To know who we need to help us in a 

certain situation e.g. we would see a 

vet for a poorly animal. 

• The past refers to something that has 

already happened.   

• The present refers to something that 

is happening now.   

• Florence Nightingale was a nurse from 

the past who cared for injured 

soldiers during the Crimean War.   

• Florence Nightingale helped change 

nursing for the better.   

• The Crimean War happened in the past 

over 150 years ago.   

Nursery: 

• A vet is trained to medically treat 

poorly or injured animals.  

• A doctor is trained to medically treat 

poorly or injured people.   

• A dentist is trained to protect and 

care for our teeth.  

Reception: 

Occupation – A job that someone is trained 

to do.   

Past – Something that has already 

happened.  

Present – Something that is happening now. 

Florence Nightingale – A nurse that helped 

change nursing for the better.   

Crimean War – A battle that took place in 

Crimea over several years.  

Soldier – Someone trained to fight for 

their country.  

Disease – An illness that affects the body 

and needs treatment.   

Ward – A room in a hospital.   

 

Nursery: 

Help – To give assistance or support to 

others.    

Vet - A vet is trained to medically treat 

poorly or injured animals.  

Doctor - A doctor is trained to medically 

treat poorly or injured people.   

Dentist - A dentist is trained to protect 

and care for our teeth.  



Understand the past through settings, characters 

and events encountered in books read in class and 

storytelling.   

 

 

 

• A nurse is trained to give care to 

poorly or injured people.   

• A hospital in the past looks different 

to one we see today. 

• A firefighter is trained to put out 

fires and rescue others in an 

emergency.   

• A police officer is trained to protect 

and help people and keep public order.  

• The way people helped us in the past is 

different to how they help us now.  

 

Nurse - A nurse is trained to give care to 

poorly or injured people.   

Firefighter - A firefighter is trained to 

put out fires and rescue others in an 

emergency.   

Police officer - A police officer is trained 

to protect and help people and keep public 

order.   

Hospital – A place where you go for 

treatment when you are sick or injured.  

 

 


