
Spring 2 – Where on Earth? 

EYFS Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Pupils should be taught ….. 

Understanding the World 

3-4 years – Talk about what they see, using a wide 

vocabulary.   

Explore how things work.   

Begin to understand the need to respect and care 

for the natural environment and all living things.   

Talk about the differences between materials and 

changes they notice.   

Reception – Explore the natural world around 

them.   

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst 

outside.   

Recognise some environments to the one in which 

they live.   

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the 

natural world around them.   

The Natural World ELG – Explore the natural 

world around them, making observations and 

drawing pictures of animals and plants.   

Know some similarities and differences between 

the natural world around them and contrasting 

environments, drawing on their experiences and 

what has been read in class.   

Know that …… 

• There are four seasons within our 

calendar year; Spring, Summer, 

Autumn and Winter.   

• Changes happen when moving from 

season to season.   

• Each season has its own distinct 

features which affect the weather 

and the natural environment.   

• The clothing we wear is determined by 

the weather in that season.   

• Melting is when a solid changes into a 

liquid when heated.  

• Freezing is when a liquid changes into a 

solid when it reaches zero degrees or 

less.   

• There is a difference between hot and 

cold.   

• A habitat is a home of an animal or a 

plant.   

• Some habitats are hot and some are 

cold.   

• Many animals that originate in Britain 

need a specific habitat to live and 

thrive.   

Season – a period of time throughout the 

year.  Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter are 

our four seasons.   

Seasonal changes - Changes that occur 

between seasons.   

Solid – A firm object that keeps its shape.   

Liquid – Is a flowing substance that takes 

the form of its container.   

Melting - is when a solid changes into a 

liquid when heated. 

Freezing - is when a liquid changes into a 

solid when it reaches zero degrees or less.   

Degrees – A measurement of temperature.  

Temperature – is how hot or cold 

something is.   

Weather – The state of the atmosphere or 

air around us.   

Environment – The area around us.   

Natural – Things found in nature.   

Habitat – A home for an animal or plant.   

Originate – Where it first began.   

Nocturnal – Animals that are awake during 

the night.   

Diurnal – Animals that are awake during 

the day.   

 



Understand some important processes and changes 

in the natural world around them, including the 

seasons and changing states of matter.   

People, Culture and Communities ELG – Describe 

their immediate environment using knowledge from 

observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts 

and maps.   

• Some animals are nocturnal and some 

are diurnal.     

 

 


