
Spring 1 – Times gone by? 

EYFS Key Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Pupils should be taught ….. 

Understanding the World 

 

Reception – Compare and contrast characters from 

stories, including figures from the past.   

Recognise some environments that are different to 

the one in which they live.   

Draw information from a simple map.   

Recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 

countries.   

 

Past and Present ELG – Know some similarities and 

differences between things in the past and now, 

drawing on their experiences and what has been 

read in class.   

Understand the past through settings, characters 

and events encountered in books read in class and 

storytelling.   

 

People, Culture and Communities ELG - Describe 

their immediate environment using knowledge from 

observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts 

and maps.  

Know some similarities and differences between 

different religious and cultural communities in this 

Know that …… 

• A myth is a story from the past. 

• A legend is a person or event from the 

past that may or not be true.  

• St George is the national saint of 

England.   

• According to legend St George killed a 

dragon to save a woman.   

• England is part of the UK and can 

locate it on a simple map.  

• According to legend King Arthur pulled 

the sword Excalibur from the stone.  

• King Arthur was served by the Knights 

of the Round Table.   

• A castle was built in the past by kings 

or queens, or other important people 

to defend themselves against an 

attack.   

• A castle has key features.   

• According to legend Robin Hood was an 

outlaw who stole from the rich to give 

to the poor.   

• The legend lived in Sherwood Forest in 

Nottingham.  

Myth - A story from the past especially 

one that was told to explain natural events 

or to describe the early history of a 

person.   

Legend - is a person or event from the past 

that may or not be true.   

Past – Something that has already 

happened.   

Present – Something that is happening now. 

Map – A picture showing an area of land or 

sea.   

Excalibur – A legendary sword of King 

Arthur. 

Knight – A man who served his leader.  

They take the title of Sir.   

Castle – A large strong building with thick 

high walls and towers.  

Moat – A deep, wide ditch of water 

surrounding a castle.   

Turret – A small tower  

Drawbridge – A movable bridge at the 

entrance of a castle.   

Portcullis – A heavy gate that can be lower 

to block the entrance to a castle.  

King – A male ruler of a country.    

Queen – A female ruler of a country.  



country, drawing on their experiences and what has 

been read in class.  

Explain some similarities and differences between 

life in this country and life in other countries, 

drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 

texts and (when appropriate) maps.  

 

• According to legend, King Richard was 

on throne during the time of Robin 

Hood.  

• King Charles III is the present 

Monarch of the United Kingdom.   

 

Monarch – A king, Queen or Emperor.  

Outlaw – A person who has broken the law.  

Coronation – A ceremony to crown a king or 

queen.   

 

 


