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REPREEERRSSSS Horton St. Michael’s CE First School and Nursery
AUTUMN TERM CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2023 ~
A message from our Headteacher: Dates
What a term it has been so far and we still 1 December: Crea ng Christmas

have lots of exciting things to come! The
Christmas craziness has begun and as | type, 5 December: Maple Class trip to The New Vic Theatre
| can hear beautiful singing about donkeys,
stables and if IOm not mistaken, some cock a] |12 December: 1.45pm—EYFS Na vity
doodle dos and something about camels with
knobbly knees?! It was particularly lovely this| |14 December: Sycamore, Hazel and
morning on my drive over to see the frost on Catkins trip to Buxton Opera house

the trees. It finally feels like winter. Please do 15 December: KS1 and KS2 Christmas play
read our winter weather procedures just in '

case the snow bomb they keep talking about
actually descends upon us! | hope to see

many of you over the coming weeks at ourl |20 December: Christmas Dinner Day
various nativities and events and if | donOt

get the chance to speak to you, may | take| |21 December: Christmas Party Day
this opportunity to wish you all

a very happy and blessed
Christmas.

19 December: 2.30pm Family Christmas read

22 December: 2.30pm Chris ngle service
(parents/ carers welcome)

Rebecca Walker 22 December: Break up for Christmas

School day timings:

Just to confirm that the school doors open at
08.35am and your child should be in school by
08.45am. After 08.45am, please bring your child

to the front entrance of school.

Attendance

inform the school on a daily basis either by

School Dinners

A reminder that you have until 8.30am on the

for registration at 8.45am.
morning to order, although we would

After School Clubs - Autumn Term recommend ordering a week in advance.
Kips: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Parking
Friday for Nursery to Year 4, 3.10-5.10pm Just a reminder that the school car park is for
Available activities: staff use only unless otherwise agreed. We also
Tuesday: Hockey for children aged 5 and over ask that you do not park on the bend just up
Wednesday: Dance for Year 1 to Year from school as it impacts the visibility for
4 https://bookwhen.com/kipsclub people travelling up the road.

Thursdays: Forest School with Greenwood

Growth for Reception to Year 4, 3.10-5pm Pick up

https://www.greenwoodgrowth.org/bookings If your child is being picked up by somebody
different than usual (even another parent from

Fridays: Football for Reception to Year 4 with school) please inform the office or your childOs

i class teacher. This is a safeguarding require-
Ade, 3.10-4.10pm. No booking, pay on collec-




Christmas Dinner Day
Wednesday 20th December

Please note there are only two options on Christmas
Dinner Day, either a Christmas lunch or packed
sandwiches. Please ensure you book your child®s
preferred option as soon as possible., thank you!

Website

The website is constantly being updated, please
keep looking at it to see our plans and up to date
photo-graphs of what we are doing.

Year 4 - Standon Bowers 2024

The dates for the Standon Bowers residential 2024
are 10-12 April. Deposit of £46.80 now due, please
see ParentPay. Further information will follow in
January

Personal Data - keeping school
informed

A reminder that you must inform
school if any of your personal
circumstances change, such as
address, telephone numbers,
email address etc. so that we can
update our records.

D[:D

School Meals

A reminder for those parents who have children
currently in Year 2 that meals become chargeable
in Year 3 unless you are in receipt of Pupil
Premium free school meals, for information
regarding Pupil premium please follow the link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/

School Uniform

A reminder that school uniform is available
from GoGo Designs. Their shop address is 12
-14 St. EdwardOs Street, Leek, ST13 5DS,
opening times are 7.00am-5.30pm Monday to
Friday. Their telephone number is 01538
381781 and you can also email orders through
at: sales@gogodesigns.co.uk

Common llinesses & Time Off School

Please note the following guidance from the
Health Protection Agency:

*Conjunctivitis—no time off *Diarrhoea
and/or vomiting—48 hours
*Chickenpox—5 days from onset of rash
*Tonsillitis—no time off *Head Lice—no
time off

More information on common infectious
childhood illnesses can be found by visiting the
NHS web-site:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-
school/

We also have a pre-loved uniform rail in the
hall, we just ask for a dona on to Friends’ to
be le in the Friends’ box in the entrance hall
in the envelopes provided. Thank you!

School Gates

When leaving the school premises, please try
to close the gates behind yourself. This is to
en-sure the safety of the children.

Maple enjoyed a visit to Cadbury World to sup-
port our topic ‘ScrumdiddlyumptiousO We en-
joyed the 4D cinema experience, where we rode
on the Crunchie rollercoaster with Freddo frog!
We explored the manufacturing of popular Cad-
buryOs brands, wrote our names with

chocolate and, of course, got to taste some too!




Poo Olympics

Courageous Advocacy

As a school we have been learning that in some
countries people do not have access to a proper
toi-let or clean water. We found out about the
impact of this on their lives. As a school we wanted
to raise some money to twin our toilets. It was
decided that we would have a 'Poo Olympics' and
children could pay to play the games! School
council helped to run the event. We had great fun.
We ‘fished for float-ers’, threw a poo into an actual
toilet, played 'pin the poo on the toilet' and much
more! This money will fund a project in a
community that helps families to build their own
basic toilet and have access to clean water. Thank
you to all.who helped in anyway.

Forest School and Outdoor Learning Update

We are very lucky to be sited in the middle of
beautiful countryside with large grounds and
our very own woodland!

To maximise this our outdoor provision falls
into two categories:

Forest School — Maple — Thursday Afternoons:

Forest School is a child-centred learning process,
providing learner inspired, hands-on experiences
in the natural environment. It's creative and can
increase a child's confidence as they problem-
solve and learn to manage risks.

Outdoor Learning — Hazel & Catkins Tuesday

morning, Sycamore Wednesday afternoons plus

Careers

We had a great morning launching our careers pro-
gramme.

We have been really lucky to have lots of parents
and friends of the school come in and give up their
time to talk to us about what they do.

We had a team of professionals from Leek and Bid-
dulph Primary Care Network, they completed lots of
role play to show us who might help us in different
situations. We met Mrs O Deary who had a lot of
problems! We learnt about the support she could
get. We even completed deep breathing exercises
to help us if we felt anxious and we learnt what the
role of a social prescriber was.

A chef taught us all about different foods that come
from different countries and a camera man showed
us all the technical equipment he uses and let us
have a go with it. A pilot showed us the special
maps that are linked to computers that they use
and helped us make paper aeroplanes and a hair
dresser let us cut the hair of a doll!

We had an amazing morning and have all thought
about the different jobs we might like to do in the
future. Thank you to everyone who gave up their
time to help us.

all classes whenever appropriate to the learning

outcome.

This can take many forms. It may involve
activities in the forest but may also focus on
learning to use tools safely under the canopy
by school, gardening in the raised beds or a
craft activity using natural materials under the

Share a special book in Sycamore

I love it when a child brings in a book to share with the
class, childrens books are so good these days and
often hilariously funny and, music to my ears, often
gross. So send them in, we aim to read them aloud to
the whole class, either the teacher or as a great way of
improving the reading experience by the child
themselves if they want to. Last year we read 70 books
like this, can we match or beat this? We copy the cover
and decorate the washroom wall with the covers to
remind ourselves of the fun we have reading

Cross Country

Some of Maple class recently represented
school in the local cross country festival. We
were ex-tremely proud of their resilience and
behaviour, during our
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HORTON ST. MICHAEL'’S CE FIRST SCHOOL & NURSERY

Term Dates 2023-24

Autumn Term

4 - 5 September

School open for staff only (staff training day)

6 September

School open for staff and children

30 October — 3 November

School closed: half-term

6 November

School open for staff only (staff training day)

7 November

School open for staff and children

25 December — 5 January

School closed: Christmas holiday

Spring Term
8 January School open for staff only (staff training day)
9 January School open for staff and children

12 - 16 February

School closed: half-term

19 February

School open for staff and children

25 March — 5 April

School closed: Easter holiday

Summer Term

8 April School open for staff and children
6 May School closed: May Day

27 - 31 May School closed: half-term

3 June School open for staff and children
19 July School closes for summer

Monday 22 July — Staff training day

Correct as of May 2023







