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Horton St. Michael’s CE First School & Nursery

FEBRUARY 2023 NEWSLETTER

Message from Mrs. Montgomery

We have been busy this half term! Coming back
to a flooded Sycamore Classroom was not what
we had expected! The work is progressing slowly
as the roof is fixed and the carpet and flooring
have been taken out. Over half term the ceiling
is being replaced and the classroom decorated.
The new carpet will then be laid and hopefully
the children will be back in their classroom a
couple of weeks into next term. I have been so
proud of the children who have coped brilliantly
with working in the hall—they have all become
speedy furniture movers in readiness for
assemblies and dinner!

Maple Class represented our school at Young
Voices and I was really proud of them. They
sang and danced their way through the rehearsal
and the event: it was no wonder that many of
them fell asleep on the way home.

As some of you are aware we have supported a
school in Uganda with helping them to build a
playground as well as sending books and paying
for uniforms. The donations that we have made
in the past have allowed children to go to school
who would otherwise have had to work. After
half term we are going o hold a sponsored walk
in aid of the school. We will send out more
details after half term.

Thank you for all your lovely messages about my
announcement that I am leaving at Easter. Tt
goes without saying that I am really going to miss
everyone but T feel so lucky to have been able to
work in such a lovely school. T am really looking
forward to my new adventures and am already
planning some exciting travel! I will also be
working at the university and supporting and
inspecting C of E schools. My last half term will
be tinged with sadness but I feel proud to have
been a part of such a great team of people and I
know that they will ensure that the ethos of the
school continues.

School Holidays
Half-Term: 20-24 February
Easter Holiday: 03-14 April

May Day - 1 May

Coronation Day— 8 May
Half-Term: 29 May - 2 June
School Closes for Summer: 21 July

Dates for your diary.

17 February: Valentines Disco 5.30—7.30pm

17 February: School closes for half-term

27 February: School reopens for staff and Children
2 March: World Book Day

13 & 15 March: Parent Consultations

15-20 March: Scholastic Book Fair

17 March: Red Nose Day

31 March: School closes for Easter holida

17 April: School reopens for staff and children
19-21 April: Standon Bowers Residential (Year 4)

1 May: School closed - May Day Bank Holiday

8 May: Coronation Bank Holiday

9-12 May: Year 2 SAT's

26 May: School closes for half-term

5 June: School reopens for staff and children

21 July: School closes for summer holidays (children)
(staff training days: 24&25 July)

Info correct as of February 2023

Find us on Facebook—

Attendance

Could we please remind you that if your child is absent from school
for any reason, that you inform the school on a daily basis either by

email or telephone message before 9.30am each day, this is a safe-
guarding requirement.

Mr Wolvers would like to say a big Thank you to Mr Watts for
coming into school to talk about his job as an architect.

Congratulations to Lily M, Romilly R, Shilah WB, and Rex M for
winning the competition to draw an architects plan of the
Caterpillar cake.

Nursery Admissions 2023
(for children aged 3)

n Horton St.
Michael’s CE We’d be delighted to hear from any prospective parents who are interested in their child/ren

First School & joining our nursery in Summer Term (we have a few places remaining) or starting in September.
To register your interest, please complete an Expression of Interest form via the Nursery page on
our website https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/nursery/ or contact the office. Please pass this

Nursery, Rudyard.

message on to friends or family who might be looking for a nursery place!! Thank you.



https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/nursery/

Parent Consultation

Parent Consultation for the Spring Term will take
place on Monday 13 and Wednesday 15 March. More
information to follow.

World Book Day 2023

This year, World Book Day falls on Thursday, 2
March. Children are welcome to come into school
dressed as a book character.

We're pleased to let you know that the Scholastic
Book Fair is making a return to Horton St. Michael's!

from Wednesday 15 March to Monday 20 March 3.00
-3.30pm, stocked with a great range of books to buy
at competitive prices. If you'd like fo get involved in
the running the fair, please contact the Friends
team. Further details to follow soon.

The book cases will be available under the hall canopy

Internet Safety

We have some very lucky children in school who have
mobile phones and tablets. We are already aware of
some issues affecting children when they are on-line
and talking to people they do not know. Please ensure
that you know what your child is looking at and who
they are speaking to when using phones, tablets and
computers. We do have an internet safety page on
our website and there are some very good videos on-
line that you could watch with your children. We will
be covering internet safety again this term and
regularly make it part of our computing lessons,
however conversations at home would also help to keep
our children safe.

Is Your Child Eligible for the Pupil Premium?

The Pupil Premium (accessed via a successful Free School
Meals application) funds a range of benefits including:

eExtra support in class

eFree School Meals worth £465 p/a

eFree daily morning snack (toast) worth £39-£68 p/a
eFree school trips (including Year 4 residential)

eFree group violin lessons (Years 3/4)

oOne free after school activity per week

Claims made now continue for 6 years even if your cir-
cumstances change.

To find out if you can claim for your child (irrespective of
the Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme), please
check the information page on our school website:

After School Clubs for Reception-Year 4 pupils
> Fridays-Football with Ade (Soccer Stars)

> V\flmg Club is running Monday, Tuesday
ednesday and Friday (Including Nur'ser'y)

> Forest School Thursdays.

Br%eakfas‘r Club is available every morning. Latest
info:

https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/af ter-school-clubs/

The School Run/Parking

A reminder 1'ha1' our' school car park |s or staff
and vnsrror's unless permissio een
gram‘e ead eacher (in t e case of
pecial cnrcumsfances
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® Car share, if possible;

p the areas marked with yellow ‘Keep Clear"
mar'ff ings free from parked cars; Y P

e Do not park in the entrance to the school;
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e Be courteous to other drivers;

not use the s aff(‘vusa‘ror' car park area, unless
een agreed with school;

50 not use the driveways of the neighbouring
resn ences as passing or furning places;

;he éxgéc(i],par‘kmg in front of the garage belonging to

e Join the Walking Bus, when available.
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ound the s . There is usually much
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Walking Bus

Our Walking Bus used to operate on a few mornings
a week and the children walked from the Hotel
Rudyard (meeting at 8.15am) up to school. This
provided exercise and fresh air for the children,
eased congestion around school and the opportunity
for the children to see the ducks having their
?r‘eal;li:asf at the Lake! A beautiful start to the day
or alll

This can only run if we have parent volunteers who
would be willing to run the walking bus.

If you are interested in volunteering could you
please contact Ange Woodward in the office so that
training can be organised.

Common Illnesses & Time Off School
Please note the following guidance from the NHS
*Coronavirus (COVID-19) - as per Government guidelines
*Conjunctivitis—no time off

*Diarrhoea and/or vomiting—48 hours from the last
incident (must be observed)

*Chickenpox—5 days from onset of rash
*Tonsillitis—no time off

*Head Lice—no time off

More information can be found on the NHS website:

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-
ill-for-school/

Payments to School

Please can we kindly ask that payments for lunches,
snacks, trips and nursery fees are paid on time.
Recently, the admin feam have had to spend
considerable time chasing up late payments which
takes time away from other workload. Thank you for
your co-operation.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/after-school-clubs/

