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Welcome back everyone and a special hello to all 
of our new families.  It has been lovely to watch 
the children come into school and settle into their 
routines so quickly. In every class the children 
seem settled and eager to learn.  A big thank you 
to all of the teachers who have spent many hours 
over the holidays carefully planning lessons and 
schemes of work to make learning exciting.  

The headteachers in the Leek area are busy 
planning events which will bring us all together for 
the first time in what seems forever!  Look out 
for competitions and tournaments as well as some 
collaborative art and literacy work. 

Over the next week we will be choosing our school 
council.  The children have been writing and giving 
speeches and seem to have lots of ideas of how to 
make the school even better—although I’m not 
sure our budget will allow for a swimming pool to 
be built! 

As some of you are aware, we have changed the 
way we are teaching reading in the early years and 
Year 1.  We invested a lot of time researching 
various schemes and believe we have found one 
which will have a huge impact in the speed in which 
children learn the sounds letters and groups of 
letters make. We were able to  purchase the 
scheme with a very generous donation from the 
Hugh Sleigh Fund.  

I’m sure you are aware that school budgets are 
under huge pressures at the moment and that we 
have to look elsewhere for any extras we may like 
to have in school.  For this reason our Friends 
Association will be even more vital this year. The 
events organised by Friends add so much to our 
school, not just because of the funds raised but 
also the joy and fun the events bring to our 
community.  I do hope that as many of you as 
possible will be able to join Friends and will be able 
to attend the AGM on Monday 3 October at 
Rudyard Lake Hotel.  

I look forward to seeing many of you in school 
again soon and to a happy and successful year for 
all of our children and staff. 
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Events Calendar! 

3 October: Friends of HSM AGM @ Hotel-
Rudyard 

5,6,7 & 10 October:  Scholastic Book Fair 

10 October: Harvest Festival at Horton Church 

11 October: Bag2School 

14 October: Fluenz vaccine for Reception to Y4 

17 and 19 October:  Parent Consultations 

14 November to 9 December: Reverse Advent  

18 November: Children in Need 

2 December:  Maple Class Trip to Crewe Lyceum  

7 December: Whole School Panto (apart from Maple 
Class) at The Kings Hall Stoke  

December: Christmas Dinner & Talent Show (date to 
be confirmed) 

15 December:  Christmas Parties 

16 December: Christingle and school closes for 
Christmas 

Term Dates 2022-23 

 

Half Term: 24-28 October 

School Opens: 31 October 

Christmas Holiday: 19 December-2 January 

School Opens:  3 January 

Staff Training Day: 17 February 

Half Term: 20-24 February 

School Opens: 27 February 

Easter Holiday: 3-14 April 

School Opens: 17 April 

Bank Holiday: 1 May 

Half Term: 29 May-2 June 

School Opens: 5 June 

School closes for summer: 21 July 

 
(Staff training days: 17 February, 24 & 25 July) 

 

SENDCo (Special Needs and Disablilties Co-
ordinator) at Horton St. Michael’s 

Lesley Mellor is our SENDCo. She spends half a day 
a week in school, combining this role with her 
teaching and SENDCo role at Rushton First School. 
Lesley works alongside Teachers and also delivers 
learning interventions to children who need some 
extra support. If you have concerns about your 
child’s learning please go through your class 
teacher first as we have a system in place to refer 
children to Lesley. 

Nursery 

We have a few places remaining in our Nursery for the 
2022-23 academic year. For more information, please 
contact the office. 
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EXTRA PUPIL FUNDING 
THE PUPIL PREMIUM 

 
Your child might be eligible to receive extra 
funding to pay for things such as learning 
interventions, school trips, morning snack, a free 
after school club. If you currently claim benefits, 
or in the event that your circumstances change, 
please contact the office in the strictest 
confidence for further information or visit https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-
awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx 
 
Any child becoming eligible for Free School Meals 
on or after 31 March 2018 has a protected status 
and will retain the eligibility until at least the end 
of Summer 2023 (these pupils should continue to 
receive a free school meal regardless of how a 
family’s circumstances might change). 
 

Consultation Evenings - 17 and 19 October 

This will be an opportunity to discuss how your child 
has settled into school. We will be in touch with 
appointment dates and times in the near future. 

Wrap-around Care 

Before School Club Nursery to Year 4 

Mrs Bridgwood continues to offer childcare before 
the start of the school day, from 8.00am.  

After School Club Nursery to Year 4 

Kipling After School Club is running on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 3.10pm to 
5.10pm.  

https://bookwhen.com/kipsclub  

For more information, please contact Kipling Club 
Leader, Katie Kirk, by email 
hortonkiplingclub@gmail.com 

Forest School Reception to Year 4 

Thursdays 3.10pm to 5pm 

https://www.greenwoodgrowth.org/bookings 

Football Reception to Year 4 

Fridays 3.10pm to 4.10pm 

No booking required, payment is when you collect 
your child at the end of the session. 

 School Meals  

School meals can be ordered from ParentPay 

Our kitchen team offer a two course lunch for 
£2.34 (free for Reception, Y1 and Y2). 

A reminder that you have until 8.30am on the 
morning to order, although we would recommend 
ordering a week in advance. 

 

Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy 

Immediate Start 

We are looking for a Lunchtime Supervisor to start 
as soon as possible. Further information is available 
on the school website: https://
www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/
vacancies 

 

 

Providers in School 

For information, we have the following providers in 
school this term: 

Violin lessons - Suzanne Frost 

Sports coaching - ASM Sports 

Soccer Lions 

Greenwood Growth 

Leek Town Football in the Community 

Walking Bus 

The Walking Bus is on hold for now and we hope to 
get it up and running again in 2023. We will be 
looking to recruit further volunteers and arranging 
training and DBS checks in the Spring. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx
https://bookwhen.com/kipsclub
mailto:hortonkiplingclub@gmail.com
https://www.greenwoodgrowth.org/bookings
https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/vacancies
https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/vacancies
https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/vacancies
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COMMON ILLNESS AND TIME OFF SCHOOL 

Please note the following guidance from Public 

Health England: 

*Conjunctivitis—no time off 

*Diarrhoea and/or vomiting—48 hours from the last 

incident 

*Chickenpox—5 days from onset of rash 

*Tonsillitis—no time off 

*Head Lice—no time off 

More information can be found on Public Health 

England’s website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-

School Uniform 

A reminder that school uniform is available from GoGo 
Designs at 12 St Edward’s Street,  Leek. Telephone: 
01538 381781. 

Reverse Advent 

This year, Miss Royall  has decided to run a reverse 
advent. The children will be asked to bring food items 

into school to donate to the Leek Food Bank. 

More details to follow. 

Annual Personal Data Check - Keeping Us 
Informed 

For children in Years 1 - 4:  please let us know 
if there have been any changes to your child’s 
personal details.  We would welcome this 
information via email, 
office@hortonstmichaels.co.uk or we’ll be 
sending a form (via Teachers2Parents) that 
you can use to make us aware of any changes.   

A reminder to keep us informed of any 
changes to existing medical conditions or any 
new medical conditions.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

Transition Information for Year 4 Children 

We will be posting information received from the local middle schools on our school website under the “School 
Information” tab, as well as sending it by email. 

 

Year 4 - Standon Bowers 2023 

The dates for the Standon Bowers residential 
2023 are 19-21 April. We will be writing to 
parents/carers soon with more information 
and a request for a deposit payment. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
mailto:office@hortonstmichaels.co.uk?subject=office

