
 

 

Horton St Michael’s CE First School 

Curriculum 

We are growing the future generation; the future leaders and contributors to our society.  Our world is constantly changing and if this is the 

case, how do we educate children for their future when we have no idea of how it will look? 

We considered the skills, knowledge and personal attributes that will not only give our children the best start in their educational journey 

but will the foundations for their whole lives.  In preparation for writing our curriculum we researched (the works of Mary Myatt and 

Christine Counsell to name but two); visited other schools; talked with educational advisors; attended conferences and spent many hours 

as a staff discussing what we think the best curriculum should be.  Our work is ongoing and the pursuit for the perfect curriculum will never 

end as new research and thinking pushes our knowledge of how people learn to new depths.  To that end, our curriculum will be regularly 

evaluated and revisited to enable ourselves and our children to be the best that we can be. 

Intent 

We offer a curriculum which is broad, balanced and progressive and that is ambitious for all pupils.  It takes into account the needs of our 

community and embraces the challenges of the National Curriculum.  We ensure that we build children’s cultural capital by developing their 

knowledge, skills and understanding in all areas of the curriculum.   

Being able to communicate well is vital to success throughout life.  We have oracy and literacy at the heart of our curriculum. We methodically 

build the knowledge children need to read fluently and with understanding; using a systematic phonics system in the early years and building 



vocabulary in each area of learning throughout the school. Our carefully chosen class texts are used to drive our topics, these help children to 

deepen their knowledge of concepts and vocabulary in different subjects, which in turn helps to develop reading skills. 

Our curriculum has been crafted so that prior knowledge is built upon; threads of learning appear time and time again to ensure children 

‘overlearn’ so that knowledge becomes automatic.  An example of this is the learning of times tables and number bonds.  Until these are 

known, children will find two and three stage difficult as they get bogged down in working out the simple stages of the problem, therefore 

learning these is vital in order to progress mathematically.  Our working memory can only cope with small amounts of new material which is 

why it is important to sequence learning and build on concepts and knowledge already learned. 

As a church school.  we recognise that each and everyone one of us is made in the image of God, therefore we embrace the Church of 

England’s Vision for Education; ‘Living life in all its fullness’. The four strands of the vision are woven throughout our curriculum:  

Wisdom, knowledge and skills;  

hope and aspiration;  

community and living well together;  

dignity and respect.   

 

Curriculum Summary 

We organise our curriculum into different areas of study. As a church school we believe that biblical figures can give us inspiration and 

guidance and so each area of the curriculum is led by a biblical character.  We learn about these characters in our assemblies and lessons.  

The areas of study can be summarised as follows: 

 

 

 



Uniquely Me:  

‘In the Footsteps of Jesus’ 

Learn to be healthy, happy, safe, active and to develop independence 

Subjects include Relationships and Health Education and P.E as well as elements of science. 

 

Good Citizen: 

 ‘In the Footsteps of the Good Samaritan’ 

Learn how to be a good friend, about our local and global community and about different religions. Subjects include elements of R.E., P.S.H.E, 

History, Geography.  

 

Problem Solver: 

‘In the Footsteps of Joseph’ 

 Learn about the world of work, how the world works; how to be inventive and how to use equipment.  Academic subjects include:  D and T, 

Science, Computing. 

Maths:   

We use White Rose Maths to help us become numerate. 

 

 

Creator:  

‘In the Footsteps of David’ 

Learn how to express yourself in different ways. 

Academic subjects include Art and Design and Music as well as exploring dance and drama.  

English  

We use Twinkl Phonics to help us learn to read. 

We use Jane Considine’s ‘Write Stuff’ to help us to learn to write. 

 



 

World Adventurer:  

‘In the Footsteps of St Paul’ 

Learn about the past; about different places; about the environment and how to survive. Academic subjects include R.E, French, History and 

Geography as well as learning in the outdoors. 
 

 

 

Lines of Enquiry 

Five lines of enquiry run through our curriculum – change; place; fairness; power; environment and food and health.  As a church school, we 

want the children to explore moral issues which will allow them understand that history can help us to learn about how the world is the way it 

is.  We explore moral issues such as ‘how can power be used for good?’  as well as comparing life for the rich and poor throughout the ages.  

We discuss whether you should use power to inflict your beliefs or is everyone entitled to worship in their own way? As the children go 

through the school we revisit themes but the questions become more searching and the answers more sophisticated.   

 

 Change  Place Fairness Power Environment Food and Health 

EYFS Life cycles 
Families 

All about me 
Houses and homes 
Festivals 

 People who help us The seasons 
Where do 
animals live 
Planting and 
gardening 

Festival food 
Hygiene – 
cleaning teeth 
and washing 
hands 

A Travelling Bear 
(Peru and the 
UK) 

How did the 
discovery of 
Macchu Picchu 
change 

What is it like in  
Peru compared to 
the UK? 

  What is it like in 
the Andes and 
the Amazon? 

 



people’s 
knowledge of 
the Incas? 

Toys through the 
Ages 

How have toys 
changed 
throughout 
history 

 Do all children 
always have the 
same way of life? 

   

Summer Holiday How have 
holidays 
changed over 
the years? 
 

Why do people like 
to visit Rudyard 
Lake? 
How does it 
compare to other 
holiday 
destinations? 

   How can I keep 
healthy? 

Fire Fire How did the 
Great Fire of 
London change 
the city? 

What is London like 
today and how was 
it destroyed in the 
past? 

Why were some 
people not allowed 
to worship how 
they wanted? 

Why were some 
people afraid of the 
king? 

  

Frozen  How do people live 
in the polar 
regions? 
What made Scott 
of the Antarctic 
want to go there? 

  What is it like in 
the Polar 
Regions and 
how do animals 
and people 
adapt? 

 

Pots and Pieces What was life 
like for people 
working in the 
potteries? 

 Was life the same 
for owners and 
workers at the 
potteries? 

How did Josiah 
Wedgewood affect 
the lives of people 
around the world? 

  



Mayans   Was life the same 
for everyone in 
Mayan times? 

Would you rather 
be a king or a 
worker in Mayan 
times? 

 How do my 
teeth and 
digestive system 
help keep me 
alive? 

Inventions and 
the Ancient 
Greeks 

How have 
inventions 
helped to 
change the 
world? 
What did the 
Ancient Greeks 
do for 
civilisation? 

 How did the 
invention of 
democracy help 
ordinary people? 

What is it like to 
work for the richest 
people on the 
planet? 
Should the 
strongest/richest 
people hold all the 
power? 

  

Rainforests and 
Rivers 

How is 
deforestation 
affecting the 
rainforests and 
the rest of the 
world? 

What are 
rainforests like and 
where are they? 

 Should 
governments of 
countries be the 
ones to decide if 
the rainforests are 
chopped down/ 

How is life 
sustained in the 
Amazon 
rainforest? 
How do we 
protect the 
rainforests? 

How can the 
rainforests help 
to save the 
world? 

Ancient Egypt  How has the Nile 
influenced life in 
Egypt? 

 How did the 
Pharaohs use their 
power? 

 How important 
was the Nile for 
farming? 

World War 2 How did living 
in war time 
affect people? 

 How did the 
government ensure 
that everyone was 
looked after in 
World War 2? 

What happens 
when power is used 
for evil? 
Why do countries 
invade others? 

 Why did 
rationing help 
people to stay 
healthy? 



Is it ever fair to 
judge people based 
on how they 
worship? 

What is my body 
like under my 
skin? 

 

 

 

 

It is our intent that this curriculum will allow children to flourish both academically and socially and emotionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 

In line with Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction, our teaching is scaffolded in the following way:  

Each lesson has a short review of prior learning  

New material is presented in short steps 

New vocabulary is taught explicitly to enable children to understand deeply and articulate their learning 

Purposeful questioning ensures understanding 



Modelling to help children understand what they are aiming for 

Provide extra scaffolding where needed 

Give opportunities for children to practice skills and gain independence  

 

 

 

Impact 

Our children will: 

Be fluent readers who will read with understanding, with purpose and for pleasure. 

Be competent mathematicians with a thorough understanding of number. 

Begin to understand their place in the world both in terms of geography and history. 

Begin to understand how people’s beliefs and cultures can affect how they think and act. 

Be compassionate towards others and act with kindness, empathy and courage. 

Have high aspirations for their future and know that things can be achieved through hard work and determination. 

Show resilience when life is hard. 

Form meaningful relationships based on mutual respect and trust. 

Have the knowledge, skills, understanding and vocabulary that empowers them as citizens in the 21st century. 

 

 



 

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 

This statement will be monitored and evaluated by staff and governors annually. 

 

 


