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Religious Education 

 

‘Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by understanding.’  Albert Einstein. 

We follow the Staffordshire Syllabus for Religious Education and use this alongside Understanding Christianity to teach Religion and World 
Views.  
As a Church of England school we aim to provide children with an in depth knowledge and understanding of Christianity as a living faith that 
influences the lives of people worldwide, as well as opportunities to learn about a range of other religions and non-religious worldviews. We 
aim to provide opportunities for pupils to consider the big questions of life and to develop their own spiritual and philosophical convictions, 
exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values.  
 
We intend to enable pupils to hold balanced and informed conversations about religion and belief. We do this by providing a curriculum that:  
 

 develops pupil’s knowledge and understanding;  

 allows pupils to recognise commonality and difference;  

 encourages pupils to explore and reflect with openness, interest and respectful curiosity;  

 gives pupils opportunities to share ideas, discuss and reflect;  

 develops an informed and respectful attitude to religions and non-religious worldviews;  

 encourages questioning;  

 provides opportunities to reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions.  
 

https://www.quotemaster.org/qbc1d9886294b2c8969f0698fcb6db1e3


The teaching of Understanding Christianity is centred around eight core concepts which are at the heart of Christian belief. These are God, 
Creation, the Fall, People of God, Incarnation, Gospels, Salvation and Kingdom of God. These core concepts are explored through Biblical texts 
placing the texts and concepts within the wider Bible story. Each unit incorporates three elements: making sense of the text; understanding 
the impact and making connections.  
Similarly, the other world views and faith units encompass the three elements: making sense of belief; understanding the impact and making 
connections.  
Christianity is the main focus taking up at least two thirds of the curriculum content covered in each year group. Pupils also have the 
opportunity to learn about other religious faiths and with more in depth studies of Islam and Judaism.  
We aim to give pupils the opportunities to learn about religion and non-religious worldviews in a variety of ways for example: through art, 

music, drama and dance as well as through discussion, quiet reflection and more formal writing opportunities. We strive to create 

opportunities for pupils to experience first-hand experience or real-life experiences through visits to the church, sensitively holding mock 

baptisms and wedding ceremonies and inviting visitors into school to share talk about their faith whenever possible. We have RE themed 

weeks, allowing RE to be taught in a cross-curricular approach, and for pupils to gain a richer and deeper insight of the theme being taught. 

Our RE is taught using the principles of: E (Explore), R (Relate) & A (Apply). 

 

Programmes of Study 

EYFS Children in EYFS will encounter religions and worldviews through special people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting 
places of worship such as the school church.  
They will listen to and talk about stories, including Bible stories, on a regular basis. 
 Children will be introduced to subject specific words and use all their senses to explore beliefs, practices and forms of expression.  
Ask questions and reflect on their own feelings and experiences.  
Use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of and wonder at the world in which they live 
Acknowledge key religious celebrations such as Christmas and Easter. 
 By Reception, children will be starting to develop their understanding of God and Jesus.  
Why God is important to Christians and the festivals of Harvest, Christmas and Easter.  
Think about belonging, special places and special stories. 
 Children will be encouraged to ask questions and share their own thoughts, ideas and practices, recognising both similarities and 
differences.  



They will be given the opportunity to learn about infant baptism and how other faiths welcome children into the world, to look at 
places of worship including the church and the mosque and to hear religious stories from Christianity and other faiths such as 
Hinduism. 
 
Jesus’ name means ‘He saves’.  
Christians believe Jesus came to show God’s love.  
Christians try to show love to others.  
 

 KNOWLEDGE VOCABULARY 

EYFS CHRISTIANITY 
Creation 
The word God is a name.  
Christians believe God is Creator of the universe.  
Christians believe God made our wonderful world and so we should look after it.  
Incarnation 
Christians believe God came to Earth in human form as Jesus.  
Christians believe Jesus came to show that all people are precious and special to God.  
Salvation 
Christians remember Jesus’ last week at Easter.  
 

Christians 
Christmas 
Easter 
God 
Jesus 
Festival 
Worship 
World  

 KNOWLEDGE VOCABLUARY 

KS1 Christianity -  
God 
Christians believe in God, and that they find out about God in the Bible.  
Christians believe God is loving, kind, fair and also Lord and King; and there are some stories that 
show this.  
Christians worship God and try to live in ways that please him.  
Creation 
God the Creator cares for the creation, including human beings.  
As human beings are part of God’s good creation, they do best when they listen to God.  
The Bible tells a story (in Genesis 3) about how humans spoiled their friendship with God 
(sometimes called ‘the Fall’).  
 This means that humans cannot get close to God without God’s help.  

Creation 
Creator 
Worship 
Bethlehem 
Forgiveness 
Advent 
Gospel 
 
 



The Bible shows that God wants to help people to be close to him — he keeps his relationship with 
them, gives them guidelines on good ways to live and offers forgiveness even when they keep on 
falling short.  
Christians show that they want to be close to God too, through obedience and worship, which 
includes saying sorry for falling short.  
 
Incarnation 
Christians believe that Jesus is God and that he was born as a baby in Bethlehem.  
The Bible points out that his birth showed that he was extraordinary (for example, he is 
worshipped as a king, in Matthew) and that he came to bring good news (for example, to the 
poor, in Luke).  
Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth, and Advent for Christians is a time for getting ready for Jesus’ 
coming.  
 
Gospel 
Christians believe Jesus brings good news for all people.  
For Christians, this good news includes being loved by God, and being forgiven for bad things.  
Christians believe Jesus is a friend to the poor and friendless.  
Christians believe Jesus’ teachings make people think hard about how to live and show them the 
right way.  
Salvation 
Easter is very important in the ‘big story’ of the Bible.  
 Jesus showed that he was willing to forgive all people, even for putting him on the cross.  
Christians believe Jesus builds a bridge between God and humans.  
 Christians believe Jesus rose from the dead, giving people hope of a new life.  

KS1 ISLAM 
Muslims believe in one God, Allah.  
Muslims are people who follow the faith called Islam.  
 Allah is the Arabic name for God the Creator  
Allah has ninety-nine beautiful names that reflect aspects of his character  
Muhammad (pbuh) is a prophet and the last messenger of Allah in Islam  
The Qur’an is the special book for Muslims and is written in Arabic. It contains the holy words of 
Allah given to Muhammad  

Allah 

Muhammad (pbuh*) (or 
Mohammad) 

Beautiful names 

Qur’an 
Muslims 

Islam 

Arabic 



 
Islam began in the part of the world called Arabia.  
Find Saudi Arabia on map. 
 The language called Arabic is very important to Muslims. Look at some Arabic writing.  
In Arabic the word for God is Allah.  
Muslims believe that there is no god but Allah.  
write his name in Arabic.  
To help people understand what Allah is like, he has 99 beautiful names that describe him.  
 
For Muslims the Shahadah ‘There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his messenger’ is the 
basic statement of faith.  
The words that angel Jibrael (Gabriel) gave Muhammed were written down and make the book 
the Qur’an.  
Muslims take great care when handling the Qur’an as they treat it with respect. It should be 
covered, kept on a high shelf and put on a stand when read. Hands should be washed before 
touching it.  
 

KS1 JUDAISM 
 
Torah is the Jewish holy book and contains rules to live by, teaching and guidance 

Judaism is based on a covenant, a two way promise between God and His people. 

Torah is written in Hebrew in the form of a scroll. 

Shabbat is an important part of Jewish family life and help Jewish to feel closer to God 

Shabbat lasts from sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday, and symbols mark its beginning and 
end 

Shabbat is a time of rest and recalls how God rested on the seventh day after creation 

The words of Torah form the opening of the Christian Bible 
 

respect 
Mitzvot 
 commandments 
Shabbat 
 covenant 
Shalom 
Challah work 
Havdalah 
 Kippah 
Creation Spices 
Holy scroll 
Torah 
 synagogue 

KS1 How can I make a difference in the World? 
Look at and respond to our world and learn about caring for it 

Identify and respond to values about caring, expressed through faith stories 

Golden rule  
Neighbour 
Generosity 



That we are part of a wider global community 

That their class is a community made up of different individuals 

Consider who cares for them, and how they respond to that care 

That they can give and care for others, and how they may do this 

Describe other communities, and how people in religious communities show care 

 Charity 
Waste 
 Litter 
Recycle 
 Christian Aid 
Fundraising 
Unselfishness  
Tearfund 

KS1 How do Christians talk to God? 
For Christians: 

prayer is a way of connecting with God at any time and in any place 

prayer is about listening to God as well as talking to him 

that Christians pray in different ways and for different reasons e.g. to say thank you, sorry or 
please 

the Bible has prayers and songs of worship that Christians often use 

that the Bible contains a special prayer that Jesus taught his disciples called the ‘Lord’s 
Prayer’ 

Wonder Reflect 
Lord’s Prayer Grace 
Celebrate Meditate 
Praise Repent 
 

KS1 Festivals 
To learn what celebrations and festivals are. People celebrate for many reasons but most festivals 
are connected with stories. 
Diwali, Purim and Advent are festivals of different faiths, but all are joyful remembrance of 
stories from the sacred texts. 
How Diwali, Purim and Advent are celebrated by believers. 
The Hindu story linked with Diwali is the Ramayana. 
Purim is celebrated by Jews and remembers the story of Esther. 
Advent is a Christian period of preparation for Jesus’ coming. 

Diwali is shared by Hindus & Sikhs. 

Festival 
 Celebration 
Diwali  
Ramayana 
Rama 
 Sita 
Purim  
Haman 
Diva 
 Gragger 
Advent  
Wreath 

 

KS2 Christianity 
God 

Trinity 
Genesis 



Christians believe God is Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit (see Incarnation).  
Jesus the Son is seen by Christians as revealing what God the Father is like. They believe he 
promises to stay with them and Bible stories show how God keeps his promises.  
Christians find that understanding God is challenging; people spend their whole lives learning 
more and more about God.  
Christians really want to try to understand God better and so try to describe God using symbols, 
similes and metaphors, in song, story, poems and art.  
Creation 
 God the Creator cares for the creation, including human beings.  
As human beings are part of God’s good creation, they do best when they listen to God.  
The Bible tells a story (in Genesis 3) about how humans spoiled their friendship with God 
(sometimes called ‘the Fall’).  
This means that humans cannot get close to God without God’s help.  
The Bible shows that God wants to help people to be close to him — he keeps his relationship with 
them, gives them guidelines on good ways to live (such as the Ten Commandments), and offers 
forgiveness even when they keep on falling short.  
Christians show that they want to be close to God too, through obedience and worship, which 
includes saying sorry for falling short.  
People of God 
The Old Testament tells the story of a particular group of people, the children of Israel – known as 
the People of God – and their relationship with God.  
The People of God try to live in the way God wants, following his commands and worshipping him.  
They believe he promises to stay with them and Bible stories show how God keeps his promises.  
The Old Testament narrative explains that the People of God are meant to show the benefits of 
having a relationship with God and to attract all other nations to worshipping God.  
Christians believe that, through Jesus, all people can become the People of God.  
Incarnation 
Christians believe Jesus is one of the three persons of the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit.  
Christians believe the Father creates; he sends the Son who saves his people; the Son sends the 
Holy Spirit to his followers.  
Christians worship God as Trinity. It is a huge idea to grasp, and Christians have created art to help 
to express this belief.  

10 Commandments 
Obedience 
Old and New Testament 
Incarnation 
Holy Week 
Last supper 
Resurrection  
Salvation 
Pentecost 
 



Christians believe the Holy Spirit is God’s power at work in the world and in their lives today, 
enabling them to follow Jesus  
Gospel 
Christians believe Jesus challenges everyone about how to live — he sets the example for loving 
God and your neighbour, putting others first.  
Christians believe Jesus challenges people who pretend to be good (hypocrisy) and shows love and 
forgiveness to unlikely people.  
Christians believe Jesus’ life shows what it means to love God (his Father) and love your 
neighbour.  
Christians try to be like Jesus — they want to know him better and better.  
Christians try to put his teaching and example into practice in lots of ways, from church worship to 
social justice.  
Salvation 
Christians see Holy Week as the culmination of Jesus’ earthly life, leading to his death and 
resurrection.  
The various events of Holy Week, such as the Last Supper, were important in showing the disciples 
what Jesus came to earth to do.  
Christians today trust that Jesus really did rise from the dead, and so is still alive today.  
Christians remember and celebrate Jesus’ last week, death and resurrection.  
Kingdom of God 

Christians believe that Jesus inaugurated the ‘Kingdom of God’ — i.e. Jesus’ whole life was a 
demonstration of his belief that God is king, not just in heaven but here and now. (‘Your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven’.)  
Christians believe Jesus is still alive, rules in their hearts and lives through the Holy Spirit, if they 
let him.  
Christians believe that after Jesus returned to be with God the Father, he sent the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost to help the Church to make Jesus’ invisible Kingdom visible by living lives that reflect 
the love of God.  
 Christians celebrate Pentecost, as the beginning of the Church.  
Staying connected to Jesus means that the fruit of the Spirit can grow in the lives of Christians.  
 
 
 

 



KS2 ISLAM 

 
Muslims believe there is no God but Allah and that he is without equal.  
Allah is One (Tawhid)  
the Qur’an is Allah’s final revelation to humanity, and was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) in Arabic  
The mosque is a place of worship and learning and is led by an Imam  
Salat (prayer) is offered five times a day at set times.  
In prayer, Muslims submit to the will of Allah.  
 The key features, artefacts & symbols found in a mosque all have explicit meaning.  
A mosque (place of prostration or prayer) can be any place in which Muslims come together for 
prayer (salat).  
Salat is an important physical, mental, and spiritual obligatory act of submission to Allah. 
 The Qur’an teaches that believers should offer salat five times a day; at dawn, noon, late 
afternoon, dusk & after dark.  
Prayer involves the whole body, and set movements called Rak’ah help focus on Allah.  
All features of the mosque help Muslims to pray. 
 Before entering worshippers must wash and prepare (wudu)– there is an area for this.  
Muslims pray facing the Ka’bah in Makkah.  
An alcove called the mihrab shows the direction believers should face.  
Prayer can take place in any clean place. If not in a mosque Muslims can use a prayer mat, which 
includes a compass to show the direction of the  
Kab’ah.  
In Islam there is no pictorial representation of Allah, Muhammad, or any living creature, as Allah is 
the only Creator. Patterns and Arabic calligraphy are often used instead, especially the 99 
beautiful names of Allah.  
 

Arabic 
calligraphy 
mihrab  
submission 
ka’bah  
Jumm’ah iman 
minaret 
salat 
Rak’ah 
 

KS2 JUDAISM 
The synagogue is a place for worship, learning and community for Jews. 

The meaning and features of artefacts and symbols found in a synagogue 

The Torah’s teachings form the core beliefs of Judaism and include the Shema. 

The Torah’s significance is reflected in its treatment in the synagogue. 

Synagogue is central for community life, including during festivals such as Pesach. 

Menorah 
 Torah 
Reform 
 orthodox 
mezuzah 
 Tenakh 



Jesus was a Jew and his last supper was a celebration Shema tallit 
Ark 
 tallit  
mitzvoth minyan 
 

KS2 Festivals of Light 
To deepen understand of festivals as celebrations of religious stories. 

To explore how light and dark are symbols of good and evil in many faiths. 

To link Jesus as the light of the world, and His command that His followers also shine as lights. 

To understand that All Saints celebrates goodness, hope and light, while its eve is associated 
with the forces of darkness, and that Hallowe’en is not celebrated by Christians.. 

To explore the symbolism of the Christingle. 

To deepen understanding of Advent and Diwali. 

To explore the story and celebration of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah. 

Celebration 
 Hanukkah 
Menorah  
Hanukiah 
Christingle  
All Saints day 
Advent 
 annunciation 
Diwali  
Rangoli pattern 
Symbol 
 Lakshmi 

KS2 The Last Supper 
that communion is linked to the Seder Passover meal 

the story of the Last Supper and what Jesus said to the disciples 

that the symbols of communion are a way of remembering Jesus and the new agreement of love 
and forgiveness 

to reflect on the meaning of some actions and words involved for Christians. 

that by sharing communion as a group Christians are showing unity 

to allow for personal response to the service 

remembering 
mandate  
forgiveness 
symbol  
sacrifice 
chalice  
atonement  
prayer 
Passover 
Communion 
 sacrament 
Last Supper  
new commandment 
Eucharist  
represent metaphorically 
Maundy Thursday 



 host 

KS2 What is the World Wide Church? 
Christianity is an international religion, its followers form a worldwide family of believers. 
Christians share a set of core beliefs expressed within a cultural context 

The diversity and variety within the British church 

Christian festivals are celebrated around the world, through different cultural traditions. 

The art, music and language of worship vary worldwide, but the same features lie at its heart. 

awareness of the spread, diversity and impact of the Church worldwide 

Culture  
Denomination 
Represent  
Symbol 
Worldwide  
Festival 
Ritual  
Persecution 
Cross / crucifix  
Communion 
Community  
 

KS2 How do People Express their Faith through the arts? 
Art forms can be used to express deep feelings and emotions 

People can express their religious faith through the arts: 

Art, sculpture and design 

drama 

music 

dance 

literature/poetry 

Some religious ideas/beliefs are easier to express through the arts 

Not all religions express themselves through arts in the same way 

Feelings 
 pattern 
reverence  
symbol 
wonder  
belief 
icon 
 calligraphy 
masterpiece  
emotion 
geometric design 

 

 


