
World Explorer 

‘In the Footsteps of St Paul’ 

 

Outdoor Learning 

 

“Earth and sky, woods and fields, lakes and rivers, the mountain and the sea, are excellent schoolmasters, 
and teach of us more than we can ever learn from books.” –John Lubbock 

 

We are blessed with an amazing outdoor area, we have a huge field surrounded by trees, our own forest, pond area and garden.  We teach 
outdoor learning as a specific subject but also use the area to reinforce or introduce other curriculum areas such as science, art, writing or 
maths to name but a few. 
 
Outdoor learning is an integral part of our curriculum as we recognise the importance of being outside.  Nature provides excellent learning 
opportunities in all areas of learning but more importantly it is vital for well-being.  Our children thrive being outdoors, they get a sense of 
freedom that can’t be replicated in the classroom and are able to learn in more practical ways.  Roald Dahl once said ‘  “The more risks you 
allow children to take, the better they learn to take care of themselves.”. Our  children cook on open fires, use tools such as mallets and knives, 
climb trees and make dens in a risk assessed but not risk free environment.  This way children can begin to take steps towards independence 
as well as learn to negotiate, persevere and look after one another.  
 
As a church school we promote the idea that God created the world.  Psalms 104 says ‘How many are your works, LORD! In wisdom you made 
them all; the earth is full of your creatures’.  We look for ways to enthuse children about God’s creation but to also give them a sense of 
responsibility that we need to look after the world.  
 
The aims we have for our children when learning outside are as follows: 



To build self-esteem and confidence in children.  
To build resilient, determined and independent learners  
To develop children’s personal, social and emotional development.  
To develop children’s and encourage creativity  
To encourage collaboration.  
To develop and build the ideas of risk management and risk benefit  
To improve children’s life skills and experiences  
To enable children to gain a respect for the natural environment and wildlife.  
To let children be children  
 
These aims will be covered with a variety of outdoor learning teachings and strategies that not only seek to aid the children in their learning 
but also be provided in a positive, enjoyable, creative and inspiring manner that will allow them to transfer the skills and knowledge from 
Outdoor Learning lessons into the classroom and life outside of school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression of Skills 

 

 EYFS KS1 KS2 

Be prepared  Know that different clothes are needed in 
different weathers. 

 

Ensure that I am dressed in the correct 
clothing for outdoor learning 

 

Ensure that I am dressed and have the 
correct equipment for the activity I will be 
preparing. 

 

Be safe I know that I must not eat any of the plants 
growing in the wild as they may be harmful. 
I move around the forest and outdoor areas 
safely. 

 

I know that some plants growing wild are 
harmful but some can be eaten.   
I have safely used a variety of tools. 
I can contribute to discussions on ways to 
keep safe when in the outdoors. 

 

I can choose the correct tools and safely use 
them. 
I can risk assess activities that I am going to 
take part in to ensure my safety 

Fire Help collect firewood 
Know that fire can be dangerous and that 
we need to stay at a safe distance 
Know that when we are enjoying a fire in 
the forest we need to sit on the benches 
and if we need to move we move on the 
outside rather than the inside of the 
benches. 
Know that water can put out a fire. 
Help prepare and enjoy food that has been 
cooked on a campfire 

Begin to understand how to keep self 
safe near a campfire – keep a safe 
distance, don’t use matches without an 
adult; stop, drop and roll. 
Collect firewood 
Build a pyramid of wood  
With the help of an adult: 
light a match  
start the fire 
Once fire is lit, keep fire going by adding 
wood. 
Extinguish a fire at the end of the 
session 
Help to prepare food and cook on 
campfire with adult help 
 

Understand all aspects of camp fire 
safety – using matches; needing water in 
case of fire spreading; making sure 
clothes are suitable; stop, drop and roll if 
clothes catch fire; keeping a safe 
distance at all times. 
Start, maintain and extinguish a fire. 
Cook simple things on a fire using 
equipment such as kebab spears, pans 
etc. 
Extinguish fire safely.  

Shelters Play  in dens made in the woods. 
Help construct dens from a variety of 
materials  

Make dens from a variety of materials 
and discuss what materials are best and 

Experiment with making shelters for 
different situations. 
Build a waterproof shelter 



why.  Know that waterproof fabric is 
good for shelter from rain. 
Know that strong straight branches are 
good for the framework. 

Build a device to collect water. 

Outdoor art Build pictures using natural materials. 
Collect leaves and use for printing. 
 

Use natural materials for creating 2D 
and 3D artwork. 

Know that Andy Goldwsorthy is an 
sculpture who specialises in outdoor art 
using natural materials.  
Study some of his work. 
Create sculptures that are inspired by his 
work. 

Gardening Plant seeds and watch them grow 
Water plants  
Pick plants that need to be harvested 
 

Plant seeds 
Pick out and transfer to allotment 
Harvest what has been grown 
Recognise the following plants: 
Daffodils 
Buttercup 
Daisy 
 
 

Know that different plants need 
different conditions to grow. 
Know that certain plants are planted at 
different times of the year. 
Help to design a garden area for the 
school – reflection, wildlife, allotment, 
wildflower meadow 
Be able to recognise the following plants 
and trees: 
Oak 
Willow 
Sycamore 
Sweet peas 
Runner beans 
 

Pond/ wildlife  Area Enjoy looking at the animals in the pond 
Grow frogs from frogspawn 
Know that ponds can be dangerous and the 
importance of staying away from the edge, 
never being near water without an adult. 

Name some animals that live in ponds 
and wildlife areas – frogs, newts, 
beetles, pond skaters, dragonflies. 
Look after the pond area by clearing 
leaves and plants when over grown.  
Know how to keep safe in the pond area 
– always keep away from the edge, 

Take part in pond dipping and name and 
classify animals accordingly. 
Talk to younger children about keeping 
safe around the pond. 



enter through the gate, don’t lean over 
the water etc.  

 


