
Creator 

‘In the footsteps of David’ 

 

Music 

“Music comes to me more readily than words.” – Ludwig Van Beethoven 

 

Our intent is that our teaching of Music, through a practical curriculum and engaging lessons, will help pupils develop a love for music across a 

wide range of genres, to inspire exploration and composition in order to enable eventual skills of critical engagement. We aim to develop 

strong listening skills which can then be used across the wider curriculum. Through the teaching of music, we aim to increase children’s self-

confidence, the ability to work cooperatively as part of a team and give them a sense of achievement. Music is all around us. It is the 

soundtrack to our lives and connects us through people and places in our ever-changing world. We our hope that our children to benefit from 

the gifts it can bring to us all. 

We teach music through: 

 performing, listening to, reviewing and evaluating music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the 
works of the great composers and musicians;  

 learning to sing and to use our voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a 
musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence;  

 understanding and exploring how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: 
pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.musicnotes.com/search/go?w=beethoven&utm_source=Musicnotes%20Now&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=-raquo-50-Inspirational-Quotes-About-Music


 
 

Progression Grids 
 

 Knowledge Vocabulary 

EYFS Play and Perform 
Sing to self and make up simple songs.  
 Imitate sounds begin to do it spontaneously when adults aren’t there.  
Begin to choose sounds and make patterns.  
Express self through sound.  
Sing nursery rhymes together in a group.   
Children should know 8 nursery rhymes before the end of EYFS as this aids spelling and phonics in KS1.  
Create and Compose 
To begin to experiment with sounds.  
Begin sorting different sounds by how loud or quiet they are. 
Listen and Respond 
Begin to say if you like a song and begin to explain why.  
Begin to explain what the music makes you do.  
Make up own rhythms.  
Begin to experiment with different sounds and patterns.  
Create a movement in response to the music.  
 
 
 
   

 

Sound 
Music 
Loud 
Quiet 
Fast  
Slow 

KS1 Play and Perform 
Take part in singing, accurately following the melody. 
Follow instructions on how and when to sing or play an instrument. 
Make and control long and short sounds, using voice and instruments. 
 Imitate changes in pitch. 
Perform in assemblies and school productions. 
Compose 

Compose 
High 
Low 
Rhythm 
Beat 
Pulse 
Volume 



 Create a sequence of long and short sounds. 
Clap rhythms. 
Create a mixture of different sounds (long and short, loud and quiet, high and low). 
Choose sounds to create an effect. 
Sequence sounds to create an overall effect. 
Create short, musical patterns. 
Create short, rhythmic phrases. 
Transcribe 
 Use symbols to represent a composition and use them to help with a performance. 
Listen and Respond 
Identify the beat of a tune. 
Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and pitch. 

 
Talk about how music makes you feel or want to move. E.g. it makes me want to jump/sleep/shout etc.  
Think about and make simple suggestions about what could make their own work better. E.g. play faster or 
louder.  
Respond to different moods in music and explain thinking about changes in sound.  
Identify what improvements could be made to own work and make these changes, including altering use of 
voice, playing of and choice of instruments.  

 

Ensemble 
Express,  
Melody,  
Rhythmical pattern, 
Melodic pattern, Steady 
pulse,  
Tempo, 
Pitch 

 
 

KS2 Perform   
Play notes on an instrument with care so that they are clear. 
 Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 
Sing in tune. 
Pronounce words within a song clearly 
Maintain a simple part within a group. 
Show control of voice. 
Perform with control and awareness of others. 
Take part in Young Voices and other concerts. 
Compose 
Create repeated patterns with a range of instruments. 
Compose and perform melodic songs. 
Use sound to create abstract effects. 

Pitch 
Dynamics 
Timbre 
Composition 
Accompaniment 
Scale 
Crotchet 
Minim 
Semibreve 
Quaver 
Scale 
Crescendo  



Create accompaniments for tunes. 
Choose, order, combine and control sounds to create an effect. 
Transcribe  
 Devise non-standard symbols to indicate when to play and rest. 
Recognise the notes EGBDF and FACE on the treble clef musical stave. 
Recognise the symbols for a minim, crotchet and semibreve and say how many beats they represent 

 
 Listen and Respond  
 Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify areas of likes and dislikes 
Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture and use of silence to describe music. 
Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect on mood and feelings. 

 
To explore and comment on the ways sounds can be used expressively.  
Comment on the effectiveness of own work, identifying and making improvements.  
Recognise and explore the ways sounds can be combined and used expressively and comment on this effect.  
Comment on the effectiveness of own work, identifying and making improvements based on its intended 
outcome.  
 

Diminuendo 
Forte 
Piano  
Fortissimo  
Pianissimo  

 
 

 

 


