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History 

 
"A generation which ignores history has no past and no future." 

Robert Heinlein 

 

Our intent is that our teaching of History will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider 

world. We aim to base children’s understanding in knowledge of their local area and how it has developed over time. We aim for it to inspire 

pupils’ curiosity about the past and to know more about the past. We aim to enable children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 

evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. Through the teaching of History, we endeavour to teach children to 

understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as 

well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.  

As part of our Church School values, we hold dear the thought that each one of us is created uniquely different but equally loved by God. In 
the light of this, our curriculum offers opportunities to broaden our knowledge and deepen our understanding of different people, cultures 
and faiths.  
The History journey begins in Nursery where children begin to explore who they are, they begin to notice some of the similarities and 
differences between themselves, other children in their class and school and people who live in other countries. In Reception, children learn 
about key events in their own lives, understanding that some are personal to them and some are shared with others in the community and 
country. They learn about relevant significant figures that inform these cultural occasions and begin to realise that different faiths and cultures 
have different significant figures.  



In Key Stage One, children explicitly study the gunpowder plot, learning that people have been treated differently because of their religion. 
Study of the lives of Victorian children in Stoke-on-Trent potteries helps children to appreciate the improvements that have been made in the 
lives of children and their entitlement to education and play, showing how people have been treated differently in the past because of their 
age.  
In Key Stage 2, we look at how power can be used for good or evil and how democracy has developed from Ancient Greece (where only free 

men were allowed to vote) and compare this to the modern democratic process.  During the study of WW2, children learn about the effects of 

WW2 on specific groups of people. The life of Anne Frank provides a relatable figure by which to view life in occupied territories. 

The teaching of ancient civilisations is continued with the unit of work about Ancient Egypt, providing further opportunity to contrast different 

places in the world at the same point in history; known Bible stories are placed into their historical context, building cultural capital. The 

treatment of captured peoples is considered. The understanding of their religion as a way of ensuring that needed natural phenomena 

continue, such as the flooding of the Nile, shows how people try to barter with the gods to pursue their own ends, leading to discussions about 

when children might do this and if it is ever morally right to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Programmes of Study 

 

 Knowledge Vocabulary 
EYFS In EYFS we begin to understand the concept of the past.  We do this by: 

a) Talking about members of their immediate family and community 
During dedicated talk time, we listen to what children say about their family; share information about 
our families, children ask questions or make comments; share pictures of our families and listen to 
what each other says about the pictures. Using examples from real life and from books, learn about 
different types of families 

b) Name and describe people who are familiar to them 
Talk about people we may have come across within their community, such as the police, the fire 
service, doctors and teachers. Listen to what we say about their own experiences with people who 
are familiar to us. 

c) Comment on images of familiar situations in the past 
Learn through pictures, stories, artefacts and accounts from the past, exploring similarities and 
differences. Experience hands-on experiences that deepen our understanding, such as visiting a local 
area that has historical importance. Share images of familiar situations in the past, such as homes, 
schools, and transport. Giving opportunities to children to talk about experiences that are familiar to 
them and how these may have differed in the past. Offering opportunities for children to begin to 
organise events using basic chronology, recognising that things happened before they were born. 

d) Compare and contrast characters from stories including figures from the past 
Frequently share texts, images, and tell oral stories that help children begin to develop an 
understanding of the past and present. Feature fictional and non-fictional characters from a range of 
cultures and times in storytelling, listen to what children say about them. Draw out common themes 
from stories, such as bravery, difficult choices and kindness, and talk about children’s experiences 
with these themes. In addition to storytelling, introduce characters, including those from the past, 
using songs, poems, puppets, role play and other storytelling methods. 

Today 
Yesterday 
Tomorrow 
Last week 
Past 
Time 
 



KEY STAGE 1 

KS1 Fire Fire! 
How did the Great Fire of London change how cities were built? 
Great Fire of London 
2 – 6 September 1666 
Why did the Fire Happen? 
Building were made of wood and straw. 
Buildings were very close to one another 
It had been a very hot and dry summer 
The wind was very strong on those days 
Fires were used in homes as they didn’t have any electricity so they were used for heat and cooking. 
Where did it start and where did it Spread? 
Fire started in Pudding Lane in Thomas Farrier’s baker’s shop 
The fire spread quickly and thousands of houses were destroyed. 
The fire destroyed famous buildings such as St Paul’s Cathedral 
They only had buckets of water and axes to try to stop the fire. 
It didn’t go south of the river as the river stopped the spread 
The navy used gunpowder to blow up houses to create a firebreak.  This stopped the spread. 
What was the impact? 
6 people died but this is probably more because when poor people died their deaths were not 
recorded. 
 Thousands of people lost their homes.  
People lived in tents while their houses were rebuilt.  They were rebuilt using bricks.  No buildings are 
allowed to be built using wood or straw in London. 
How do we know so much about it and how was it remembered? 
We know lots of details about the fire of London because of Samuel Pepys who wrote a diary about 
the event. Artists painted picture of it. 
King Charles wanted to rebuild London with wide streets, parks and no overcrowding  
A monument was created to remember the Great Fire. It was erected in Pudding Lane and was 
created by Christopher Wren. It was finished in 1677. 
Christopher Wren also remade St Paul’s Cathedral 
 

Vocabulary 
Firebreak 
Drought 
Diary 
Monument 
 
Guy Fawkes  
King James I  
5th November  
Gunpowder  
plotters  
treason 
Houses of Parliament  
Catholics  
Protestants  
Bonfire Night  
Cathedral 
 



How have people fought against power? 
Gun Powder Plot 
Children will use their knowledge from the Great Fire of London to understand what life was like in 
the 17th century. 
What was the Gun Powder Plot? And who was involved? 
• The Gun Powder Plot was the attempt to blow up the houses of parliament on 5th November 1605. 
The houses of parliament are where the government meet to make the rules for our country. 
The head of the government was King James 1. 
The Plotters were Robert Catesby (the leader of the group), Thomas Winter, Thomas Percy, John 
Wright and Guy Fawkes  
What happened and why? 
Catholics and Protestants are Christians.  In the 17th century Catholic services were in a language 
called Latin. Protestants services were simple and were in English. 
King James was a protestant who didn’t like Catholics and stopped them from following their way of 
worship. 
The plotters were Catholics. They didn’t like the king and what he stood for because he had stopped 
them practicing their religion.  
They rented a cellar under the houses of parliament and started to build up barrels of gunpowder. 
A letter was sent to Lord Monteagle to warn him of the plot. The letter was shown to the King. 
Guy Fawkes was found in the cellar with the barrels of gunpowder and was arrested and sent to the 
Tower of London.  The Tower of London was a prison for people who committed treason.   Treason is 
when people plot or do something against their country. 
How do we remember it? 
We celebrate this event on Bonfire Night every year. 
Poem – Remember,  Remember the 5th of November  
 

KS1 Pots and Pieces 
Why is pottery important in learning about the past? 
Pottery has been an art form for thousands of years.   
The earliest pottery we have found is from 25,000 years ago! 
Pottery is made of clay. 
Pottery needs to be fired (heated) to make changes to the clay. 

Pottery 
Ceramics 
Poverty 
Pot banks 
Factory 
Porcelain 
China 



There are lots of pieces of pottery found from many different parts of history.  They help us learn 
about life in the past.   
Some pottery is decorated and shows different aspects of life in the past. 
Why was Stoke so important? 
Stoke has been names Ceramics Centre of the World 
Stoke on Trent is near the materials needed. 
Pottery in Stoke on Trent was fired in kilns. 
Josiah Wedgewood – moved pottery from a cottage industry to a factory industry.  These are known 
as pot banks. 
Stoke on Trent became the largest producers of pottery in the world because of the changes Josiah 
Wedgewood made. 
What life like for people who worked at Wedgewood?   
Children worked in the pottery factories – often really long hours – often from 6 in the morning until 9 
at night 6 days a week.  
 They didn’t go to school except on Sundays. 
The conditions in the factories were terrible and were often freezing cold in winter.  In the kilns it was 
really hot. 
They lived close to the factories and could walk to work. 
Their houses were slum houses with no running water. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

KS1 What was it like to be a child in the past? 
Toy Story 
What were toys like in the past? 
What are toys like today?  What are their favourite toys and why?  What are they made of? 
Toys have been around from Ancient Times.  Ancient Greek, Egyptian and Roman children played with 
dolls and tools.  These were made from wood, clay and stone. 
Look at some toys from the past.  How old are they?  What are they made of?  What do they do? 
What were toys like in the Victorian Age? What does this tell us about what it was like to be rich 
and poor? 
The Victorian Age is when Queen Victoria was the Queen of England and the Empire. 

Ancient 
Clay 
Wood  
Stone 
Metal 
Fabric 
Time line 
Victorian 
19th, 20 and 21 Century 
Decade 



Many countries were part of her Empire such as India, Pakistan, Canada, Australia (and show them on 
a map) 
Rich children played with clockwork trains, tea sets, rocking horses. 
 Poor children played with home made peg dolls, wooden boats and rags stuffed with sawdust to 
make stuffed animals and balls. 
Rich children were educated at home or school (boys) and poor children were only educated at 
Sunday schools and had to work. 
Children played outside more and had more freedom.  Children often played out all day when they 
weren’t at school or work. Their parents very often did not know where they were. 
What was life like for our Grandparents? 
All children went to school and nearly all children walked to school. 
Children played outside for much of the time and would often leave the house after breakfast and not 
come home until it was time to eat.  Parents did not know where their children were and would often 
be working or at home. 
Children didn’t have as many toys as today and they would be simpler. 
When were popular toys invented – Lego  ( 1932 in Denmark) , Barbie (1959 in USA) 
Most modern toys are made from plastic  . 
Say whether the same toys are older or newer (dolls, train sets, cars), put them in order of age on a 
timeline. 
 

 

KS1 How did people spend their spare time in the past? 
We’re all going on a Summer Holiday 
Where did people go on holiday? 
Seaside holidays started about 300 years ago but only for very wealthy people who had second 
homes at the seaside. 
When the railways were constructed in the 1840s more people were able to go on holiday. 
The first seaside town was Scarborough. 
In Victorian Times (remind children of this from Toys topic) trips to the seaside became more popular. 
What did people do on holiday? 
People’s holidays to the seaside were similar and different to now – how people dressed ( people 
used bathing machines in Victorian times) , what they ate (fish and chips, ice cream), entertainment 
(Punch and Judy, bandstands, amusements) travel (railways/cars). 

Bathing machines 
Punch and Judy 
Chalets 
Bandstands 
Amusements 
Railways 
Reservoir 
 
 



Why did people go to Rudyard Lake on holiday? 
The lake is a reservoir to provide water for Stoke on Trent.  It was built in 1797 
The railway was built in 1849 and this meant that lots of people could travel to the lake. 
The Hotel Rudyard, a golf course, pleasure boat trips, footpaths and tea shops drew the crowds from 
the Potteries in their thousands. 
There were places to stay in Rudyard.  
 After WW2 Rudyard Lake became less popular as people went further afield to the seaside. 
The railway closed in 1960 which meant even fewer people visited. 
The lake has become popular again now for day trips and weekends away.  People use the lake for 
sailing, fishing and boat trips etc. People also walk around the lake and take a trip on the train along 
the shore.  There is a visitors centre and a café. 

Key Stage 2 

KS2 Scrumdidlyumptious 
The Mayans 
Where and When did the Mayans Live? 

• The Maya civilisation came into being around 2000 BC and cities such as El Mirador became 
large and powerful from 300 BC onwards. 

• The Mayan civilisation spread from Mexico to Guatemala, Belize, Honduras and El Salvador.  
Even though there was over a 1000km spread the culture was the same in all of these places 

• By around AD 900, cities in the rainforest were abandoned and people moved up north to the 
highlands of Guatemala and the Yucatan. This was because there was an extensive drought in 
the area that lasted a long time and people needed to move out of the rainforest. 

• Cities like Chichen Itza were still thriving in AD 1000 and the Maya civilisation was still in 
existence in AD 1500. 

It was due to the arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century that their ancient cities fell to ruin 
Mesoamerica refers to an area where a number of societies had been formed before the Spanish 
arrived in the 16th century. It covers Mexico and the northern parts of Central America. ‘Mesoamerica’ 
can also refer to the culture of the people who lived there. The Maya lived in the south east of this 
area. 
What was daily life like for the Mayans? 
ousing, clothes, entertainment (Mayan ball game). 
How were they ruled? 

Mayan 
Civilization 
Ancient 
Mesoamerica 
Law 
Ritual 
Codices 
Cenotes 
Glyphs 
Maize 
Cacao beans 
Ahaw 
Nacom 
Batab 



Each city-state was ruled by a king. They believed that their king was given the right to rule by the 
gods and that the king was an intermediary between the gods and man.  The kings were called Ahaw. 
There also powerful councils who ran the government called nacom and batab. 
Priests were also very powerful. They gave advice in a crisis and were often asked to predict the 
future. 
Laws 
The Mayans had strict laws.  If you broke the law you appeared in court where leaders and nobles 
were the judges.  If a person was found guilty then the punishment could include death, slavery or 
fines.  There were no prisons.  
 

What were their Beliefs? 

The Maya believed in and worshipped a number of different gods. They believed that the gods had a 
good side and a bad side and that the gods could help or hurt them. The Maya would dance, sing and 
sometimes make offerings of blood to the gods.  

Priests were very important in Maya society as it was believed that they could communicate directly 
with the gods. They would perform different rituals during festivals or special ceremonies in order to 
appeal to the gods. 
 
 The Maya people believed that the earth, which they called the Middleworld, was large and flat and 
resting on the back of a creature, such as a turtle or crocodile.  

On the Middleworld grew a tree whose branches reached up into the heavens (the Upperworld) and 
whose roots grew down into Xibalba (the Underworld), which was guarded by gods of death who looked 
like jaguars.  

Ordinary Maya people believed that, after they died, their souls would travel through a series of caves 
and tunnels to Xibalba. Cenotes (underground lakes)  were also thought to be the entry to the 

underworld.  Rulers and noblemen believed that they had a chance of getting to the Upperworld. 
Did the Mayans know how to write? 
The Maya writing system, used to write several different Maya languages, was made up of over 800 
symbols called glyphs. Some glyphs were logograms, representing a whole word, and some were 
syllabograms, representing units of sound. They were carved onto stone buildings and monuments 



and painted onto pottery. Maya scribes also wrote books, called codices, made from the bark of fig 
trees. Only priests and noblemen would know the whole written language. 
Did the Mayans use Numbes? 
The Maya developed a complex number and counting system that was advanced for their time. They 
were one of only two cultures in the world to develop the concept of zero.  

The Maya people used just three symbols in their number system. These are thought to represent items 
that the Maya people might have first used to count with, such as pebbles, sticks and shells.  

The Maya used a base 20 number system, so after number 19, multiples of 20 were written above the 
bottom number. 
What did they eat? 

Maize was a very important crop that formed up to 80% of the Maya people’s diets. They believed that 
the first humans were made from maize dough by the gods.  

The Maya made a bitter chocolatey drink from cacao beans that was enjoyed by the rich and used for 
medicines and in ceremonies.  

The beans were highly valued and even used as a form of money. 
What happened to the Mayan Civilisaton? 
Mayan cities rose and fell over periods of time. 
Spanish Conquistadors conquered S America and the last Mayan city fell in 1567. 
However, Mayan descendants still live in Central and South America. 
How do we know about the Mayans? 
1839 John Lloyd Stephens and Frederic Catherwood find Mayan ruins which led to the rediscovery of 
many Mayan cities such as Chichen Itza.  
 
Time line 

 
 2000 
BC  

The Maya civilisation comes into being in Central America.  

300 BC  Cities, such as El Mirador, become large and powerful.  

AD 
900  

Cities in the rainforest are abandoned due to an extensive drought. People move north to 
the highlands of Guatemala and the Yucatán.  



AD 
1000  

Cities like Chichén Itzá (which has two temple pyramids) are still thriving.  

AD 
1500s  

The Spanish arrive in South America and set out to destroy the remaining elements of Maya 
civilisation as part of their conquest.  

AD 
1839  

American explorer and writer, John Lloyd Stephens, and British artist, Frederick 
Catherwood explore Copán and extensively document what they find, reigniting interest in 
the Maya civilisation. They go on to document other Maya cities, including Chichén Itzá.  

AD 
2014  

The cities of Lagunita and Tamchén are rediscovered.  

 

KS2 Inventions and Inventors 
What were the most important inventions in history? 
Importance of inventions through the ages: 
Look at a range of inventions and mark on a timeline.  Discuss their impact on history, could include: 
The wheel, the compass, printing press, steam engine, vaccines, antibiotics, railways, electric light 
bulb, aeroplanes, internet etc.   
 
How did inventors effect the lives of ordinary people who worked for them? 
Wedgewood (from work in KS1) and the lives of people living in the potteries compared to Bourneville 
( from previous topic in KS2) and his workers.  Look at today’s inventors and their impact on lives of 
their workers and society (compare Jeff Besos and Amazon workers to Bill Gates and Microsoft and 
Elon Musk and Teslar).   
 
Ancient Greeks 
Where is Greece? 
Find Greece on a map of Europe and know that it has a mainland and over 1000 islands.  It has a hot 
sunny climate in summer but can be cold in the winter. Lots of people go to Greece on holiday. 
The Greeks have always based their trade around the sea and are great seafaring people. 
 
What was the Ancient Greek Civilisation? 

Inventions 
Technology 
Innovations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Civilisation, trade, seafaring, invaded, 
AD, BC 

City state, Athens, Sparta, 
similarities, differences, democracy, 
citizen, slaves, debate 

Olympics, Mount Olympus 

 
 



Civilisation is used to describe a human society with well-developed rules and government, often 
where technology and the arts are considered important. Empire describes a group of countries rules 
by one state. 
The Ancient Greek civilisation lasted for about 1000 years BC to 146 AD when the Romans invaded. 
We describe Ancient Greeks as a civilisation – just like the Mayans were an ancient civilisation in S 
America. Place events on a time line and understand that the greater the number BC the further in 
the past it was whereas the greater the number AD, the more recent it is.  Place Greek, Mayan, 
Roman civilisations on a timeline. 
What is Democracy and how important was it? 
Athens was one of the main city states in Ancient Greece. 
It was the first place in the world to be run by a democracy and it was introduced in around 508BC  
Demo means people – democracy is where a country is ruled by people chosen by the others. 
Rulers are chosen by a vote and only rule for a short time unlike kings who rule for all of their life. 
In Athens only free men over the age of 30 were allowed to vote. 
Male citizens in Athens would debate issues and then vote. 
Our country is a democracy, everyone over the age of 18 is allowed to vote for the government.  We 
vote every 4 years.  
 What were the City States? 
Greece was ruled by city states, the main two were Sparta and Athens 
Compare and contrast Athens and Sparta: 
Sparta was a city state which depended on defending itself.  Did not invade other cities 
Athens invaded others but also flourished in arts and culture.  Had democracy. 
Both cities had slaves (called helots in Sparta). 
Education: 
Sparta focussed on war skills and preparing to be good fighters.  Girls attended school 
Athens – only boys went to school – learned a range of subjects from writing and reading to maths 
and PE.  Girls stayed at home and learned how to run a house.  Some learned to read and write but 
not many. 
Women: 
Sparta – women could own property and managed households.  Took part in training but did not go in 
the army. 
Athens – women were the property of their husbands, couldn’t leave the house without husband’s 
permission. 



Government: 
Sparta was ruled by two kings and a board of elders. There was also an assembly of citizens (voted for 
by the people) but they had very little power. 
Athens was the first country to be rules by democracy – but only free men and citizens of the state 
could vote. 
Did the Ancient Greeks play sports? 
The Olympics were invented in Ancient Greece and were held near Mt Olympus 
The modern Olympics are a sporting event held every 4 years and countries from all over the world 
take part.  There are  many different sports from athletics and gymnastics to swimming, horse riding 
and shooting.   
Sports in the Ancient Olympics included wrestling, chariot racing and running. 
Only men took part in the games. 
 
 

 Ancient Egypt 
Ancient means something from a long time ago. 
Place Egypt on a map and know that it is in Africa. 
The Ancient Egyptian civilisation lasted from about 4000BC until about 300BC (when it was invaded by 
Alexander the Great). 
 
How do we know about the Ancient Greeks? 
Historial Artefacts 
Much of our knowledge comes from studying artefacts left behind. 
Children to look at a wealth of artefacts and describe what they tell us about everyday life. 
Temples and pyramids have given lots of clues. 
The Egyptians wrote in hieroglyphs – these were not understood until the discovery of the Rosetta 
Stone in 1801 which was written in Hieroglyphs and ancient Greek (which people could understand).  
  
Why was the River Nile Important? 
Place the River Nile on the map and know that it flows through lots of different countries. 
The most important thing the Nile provided to the Ancient Egyptians was fertile land. Most of Egypt is 
desert, but along the Nile River the soil is rich and good for growing crops. 
The river was important as it flooded every year and made the soil fertile so that crops could grow.  

Ancient 
Desert 
Nile 
Delta 
Pyramid 
Inundation 
Akhet 
Peret 
Shemu 
Pharaoh 
Shaduf 
Irrigation 
reservoirs 
 
 
 
 
 
 



It was also used for trading. 
How did the Ancient Egyptians get their food?  
Crops were grown such as wheat, barley, vegetables, fruit.  Also grew flax which was made into linen. 
Grain was the most important crop and was the first crop that grew after the inundation (flooding). 
After this, vegetables and fruit were harvested. 
Farmers planted fruit trees and vines along paths to give shade as well as fruit. 
3 Seasons:  Akhet (June – Sept) Flooding season.  No farming but farmers often worked for the 
pharaoh building pyramids and temples. 
Peret (Oct –Feb)  The growing season 
Shemu (March –May)   Harvesting 
Egyptians harvested by hand using simple tools and also ploughed their fields using oxen. 
They watered their fields using a shaduf.  They also used irrigation canals and reservoirs. 
The Nile no longer floods because the ASwam Dam built in the 1960s allowed the flooding to be 
controlled. 
 
What did they believe about life after death? 
Pyramids and After life 
The after-life was a very important belief. 
The Book of the Dead was written on papyrus and on walls of tombs and was a collection of spells to 
help people travel to the next life. 
Mummification: 
People (and sometimes animals) were mummified to preserve the body.  Mummification process was 
done by priests.  Internal organs were taken out of the body and preserved in jars.  They were buried 
with their worldly goods. 
Pyramids 

Pyramids were built to bury kings. They were mainly built by slaves. 
 The most famous pyramid is the Great Pyramid (right), built for Pharaoh Khufu. When it was built it 
was over 140 metres high and took 20 years to build. It stands alongside many other smaller ones. 
The Great Pyramid has a rough rocky surface because the outer layer of rock has worn down. When 
the pyramid was originally built, it would have had an outer layer or stone with a smooth appearance 
 Inside the pyramid there are a lot of hieroglyphics which tell the story of the Pharaoh that was buried 
there. These would be used to tell the achievements and adventures of the Pharaoh. These 
hieroglyphics are why we know so much about the ancient Egyptian civilisation and the people who 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pyramid 
Mummification 
Hieroglyphs  
 



ruled it. Most of the pyramids and tombs were raided over time and so are empty of the 
treasures that would have been buried with the pharaohs.  
 
 There are over 130 pyramids that have been found in Egypt, the earliest being the Pyramid of Djoser 
which was built around 2650BC. The last pyramids were finished around 1800 BC.  
 The body of the Pharaoh was placed in a sarcophagus (a large stone coffin) which was then 
surrounded by other chambers, filled with items that they thought they would need in the afterlife, 
mostly decorative items covered in gold. 
Tutankhamun 
The most famous tomb discovered is the tomb of Tutankhamun the Boy King who died at the age of 
18 in about 1300 BC and was buried in the Valley of the Kings.  His tomb was discovered in 1922 by 
Howard Carter. 
This tomb had over 5000 artefacts in it. 
 

 Invaders and Explorers 
Many wars throughout history have been started when one country invades another.  Britain 
has been invaded by many people over its history such as the Vikings (from Scandinavia, 
Romans (from Italy) and the Normans (from France).  These all had a great influence over our 
country from our language to our buildings. 
Today countries still invade each other. 
When and Where was World War 2 and why did it start? 
World War 1 had left Germany feeling powerless and ashamed 
Hitler was voted in because he offered Germany a new chance to be powerful again. 
World War 2 took place between 1939 -1945 
It started when Germany invaded Poland (having already invaded Austria). 
Allies were led by  UK, USA, Russia,  
Axis were led by Germany, Italy and Japan. 
Place events of the war on a time line – including start of the war, Dunkirk, Fall of Paris, Battle of 
Britain,  The Blitz, Pearl Harbour, VE Day. 
 
How were the British Affected by the war? 

 



Rationing: foods such as sugar, butter, milk, meat were rationed so that everyone got a fair share.  
Non food items such as petrol and clothes were also rationed.  Everyone had a ration book. 
 Dig for Victory:  Everyone with a garden or a patch of land was encouraged to grow food. 
Evacuation:  Over 3.5 million children and other people (such as teacher) were evacuated from towns 
to the country where it was safer for them to live.   
Women:  Women went to work in factories, on farms etc.  This was thought to be ‘men’s work before 
the war. 
The Blitz:  took place in 1940 - 1941 – many of British cities were bombed. People sheltered in 
Anderson shelters and in London in the Underground. 
55,000 people were killed in Britain.  In Germany 600,000 people were killed by bombing. 
 
What was it like to be a Jewish Child in the war? 
Anne Frank was a Jewish girl, living in Amsterdam in The Netherlands at the time of the Nazi 
occupation. 
She was hidden, along with her family, in a secret annex.  Friends smuggled in food and supplies. 
During this time she wrote a diary, talking about her day to day life and her fears. 
Her family were discovered in August 1944 and were sent to Auschwitz. 
She died in 1945, aged 15,  three weeks before the camp was liberated. 
Her diary was later found by friends in the hiding place. 

 “I still believe, in spite of everything, that people are really good at heart.” 
 
Explorers 
What is different about explorers and invaders? 
Explorers in the past travelled to find new lands, often commissioned by Kings and Queens who  
wanted the riches for their own country and to expand their Empire.  Later on people explored new 
lands because they wanted to be the first to it. 
 
Who were the famous explorers and what did they do? 
Marco Polo (1254 – 1324)  Italian  who travelled to China and set up new routes for trade. 
Ferdinand Magellan (1480 – 1521) Portuguese.  Commission by King of Spain.First person to sail 
around the world.   
Christopher Columbus (1451 – 1506)  Italian.  Discovered America when he was looking for an new 
route to Asia. 



Robert Falcon Scott (6 June 1868 – c. 29 March 1912) British.  Tried to be the first to get to the South 
Pole but died in the attempt. 
Edmund Hillary(NZ)  and Tensing Norgay (Nepalese) ( 1953)   - first people to climb Mount Everest. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills Progression Grids 

It is important that children gain knowledge about specific times, develop their knowledge of chronology and begin to 

understand the importance of interpretation 

Chronological Understanding 
EYFS KS1 KS2 

Talking about daily routines  
Begin to talk about the events from the past  

Understand the difference between things that 
happened in the past and the present  

Understand that a timeline can be divided into 
BC (Before Christ) and AD (Anno Domini)  



Know that some events happened before they 
were born and some after. 

Describe things that happened to themselves and 
others in the past  
Order a set of events or objects  
Use a timeline to place important events  
 Use words and phrases such as: now, yesterday, 
last week, when I was younger, a long time ago, a 
very long time ago, before I was born, when my 
parents were young 
Year 2 
Understand and use the words past and present 
when telling others about an event  
Understand how to put people, events and 
objects in order of when they happened, using a 
given scale  
Use a timeline to place important events  
Use words and phrases such as: year, decade, 
century  
  
 
 
 

Use a timeline to place historical events in 
chronological order  
Describe dates of and order significant events 
from the period studied  
Order significant events and dates on a timeline  
Describe the main changes in a period in history  
 
Divides recent history into present, using 21st 
century, and the past using 19th and 20th 
centuries  
 

Knowledge and Understanding of Events, People and Changes in the Past 
EYFS KS1 KS2 

 
 
Talk about significant events in their living 
memory e.g. birthdays, Christmas, Bonfire 
Night etc  
Talk about significant events such as 
Remembrance Day  
 
  

 

 
Year 1 
Recall some facts about people and events 
before living memory  
Say why people may have acted the way they did  
 
Year 2 
Use information to describe the past  
Describe differences between then and now  

Year 3 
Uses evidence to describe differences between 
the lives of rich and poor, men and women  
Describes similarities and differences between 
people, events and objects  
Use evidence to describe activities from the past  
Use evidence to describe the clothes, way of life 
and actions of people in the past  
Use evidence to describe buildings and their uses 
by people from the past  



Look at evidence to give and explain reasons why 
people in the past may have acted in the way 
they did  
Recount the main events from a significant event 
in history  
 
 
 
 
 

Use evidence to describe what was important to 
people from the past  
Describe similarities and difference between 
people, events and artefacts studied  
 Describe how some of the things they have 
studied from the past affect / influence life today  
 

Historical Interpretation, Enquiry and Communication 
EYFS KS1 KS2 

 
Discussions about photos and pictures from 
home to recount their experiences  
 
 
Use artefacts and experiences to deepen 
understanding of aspects of the past  
Use stories to deepen understanding of the past 
and present  
 

Year 1 
Use artefacts and experiences to deepen 
understanding of aspects of the past  
Use stories to deepen understanding of the past 
and present  
Year 2 
Understand why some people in the past did the 
things they did  

 Use books and pictures, stories, eye-witness 
accounts, photographs, artefacts, historic 
buildings, museums, historical sites and the 
internet to find out about the past  
 

 
Interpretations of History  
• • Look at different versions of the same 
event in history and identify differences.  
• • Know that people in the past represent 
events or ideas in a way that persuades others.  
 
Historical Enquiry  
• • Use documents, printed sources (e.g. 
archive materials) the Internet, databases, 
pictures, photographs, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings, visits to museums or galleries and visits 
to sites to collect evidence about the past.  
• • Understand how archaeology enables 
us to learn about the past.  
• • Ask questions and find answers about 
the past.  
 
Organisation and Communication  
• • Communicate ideas about from the 
past using different genres of writing, drawing, 



diagrams, data-handling, drama role-play, 
storytelling and using ICT.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lines of Enquiry 

 

Five lines of enquiry run through our curriculum – change; place;, fairness; power; environment and food and health.  As a church school, we want the 

children to explore moral issues which will allow them understand that history can help us to learn about how the world is the way it is.  We explore moral 

issues such as ‘how can power be used for good?’  as well as comparing life for the rich and poor throughout the ages.  We discuss whether you should use 

power to inflict your beliefs or is everyone entitled to worship in their own way? As the children go through the school we revisit themes but the questions 

become more searching and the answers more sophisticated.   



 

 Change  Place Fairness Power Environment Food and Health 

EYFS Life cycles 
Families 

All about me 
Houses and homes 
Festivals 

 People who help us Seasons 
Where do animals 
live? 
Planting and 
gardening 

Festival food 
Hygiene 
Cleaning teeth 
and washing 
hands 

A Travelling Bear 
(Peru and the UK) 

How did the 
discovery of 
Macchu Picchu 
change people’s 
knowledge of the 
Incas? 

What is it like in  Peru 
compared to the UK? 

  What is it like in 
the Andes and the 
Amazon? 

x 

Toys through the 
Ages 

How have toys 
changed 
throughout 
history 

 Do all children always 
have the same way 
of life? 

   

Summer Holiday How have 
holidays changed 
over the years? 
 

Why do people like 
to visit Rudyard 
Lake? 
How does it compare 
to other holiday 
destinations? 

  x How can I keep 
healthy? 

Fire Fire How did the 
Great Fire of 
London change 
the city? 

What is London like 
today and how was it 
destroyed in the 
past? 

Why were some 
people not allowed 
to worship how they 
wanted? 

Why were some 
people afraid of the 
king? 

x  

Frozen  How do people live in 
the polar regions? 
What made Scott of 
the Antarctic want to 
go there? 

  What is it like in 
the Polar Regions 
and how do 
animals and 
people adapt? 

 



Pots and Pieces What was life like 
for people 
working in the 
potteries? 

 Was life the same for 
owners and workers 
at the potteries? 

How did Josiah 
Wedgewood affect 
the lives of people 
around the world? 

  

Mayans   Was life the same for 
everyone in Mayan 
times? 

Would you rather be 
a king or a worker in 
Mayan times? 

 How do my teeth 
and digestive 
system help keep 
me alive? 

Inventions and the 
Ancient Greeks 

How have 
inventions 
helped to change 
the world? 
What did the 
Ancient Greeks 
do for 
civilisation? 

 How did the 
invention of 
democracy help 
ordinary people? 

What is it like to 
work for the richest 
people on the 
planet? 
Should the 
strongest/richest 
people hold all the 
power? 

  

Rainforests and 
Rivers 

How is 
deforestation 
affecting the 
rainforests and 
the rest of the 
world? 

What are rainforests 
like and where are 
they? 

 Should governments 
of countries be the 
ones to decide if the 
rainforests are 
chopped down/ 

How is life 
sustained in the 
Amazon 
rainforest? 
How do we 
protect the 
rainforests? 

How can the 
rainforests help to 
save the world? 

Ancient Egypt  How has the Nile 
influenced life in 
Egypt? 

 How did the 
Pharaohs use their 
power? 

 How important 
was the Nile for 
farming? 

World War 2 How did living in 
war time affect 
people? 

 How did the 
government ensure 
that everyone was 
looked after in World 
War 2? 

What happens when 
power is used for 
evil? 
Why do countries 
invade others? 

 Why did rationing 
help people to 
stay healthy? 
What is my body 
like under my 
skin? 



Is it ever fair to judge 
people based on how 
they worship? 

 


