
World Explorer 

‘In the Footsteps of St Paul’ 

 

Geography 

"The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's about understanding the complexity of our world, 

appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the end, it's about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides 

and bring people together."  Barak Obama 

 

Our concept of our place in the world grows like the ripples made by a pebble dropped into a pond. At first the child knows their home and 

garden, then the local streets and shops and the way to play-group. As they grow older their recognition of their world grows to include the 

village or town, beyond their local estate and on to holiday destinations. 

Our geography curriculum aims to inspire a thirst for cultural knowledge and curiosity about our country and our world, as well as promoting 

an understanding of our locality through opportunities for fieldwork. Our children will develop a broad locational knowledge, helping them to 

build their own sense of identity and place and orient themselves within our world. This will include the location and characteristics of a range 

of the world’s most significant human and physical features.  As children develop their place and locational knowledge, they will be able to 

make meaningful comparisons. 

 Through increasing their knowledge about our world, children will be encouraged to consider how they can make a positive contribution to 

the world in which they live. They will develop sympathetic and enquiring minds by looking at the impact economic growth and human activity 



is having on the planet. Our children will be encouraged to question human behaviour in order to sustain and improve the environment. They 

will recognise their responsibilities within the global community. 

As part of our Church School values, we hold dear the thought that each one of us is created uniquely different but equally loved by God. In 
the light of this,  
 
our curriculum offers opportunities to broaden our knowledge and deepen our understanding of different people, cultures and faiths.  

 

Programmes of Study 

  Knowledge Vocabulary 
EYFS Learn about the immediate locality, including Rudyard Lake. 

Learn about familiar features such as houses, community buildings and shops building on their 
everyday experiences.  
Encounter distant places through topics and stories.  
Observe and discuss the weather and the changing seasons  
Learn about the different jobs which people do in our community.  
Read a simple map  
Explore traditional tales e.g. making a map of Red Riding Hood’s journey or ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ 
Observations of the local environment e.g. School grounds, Rudyard Lake, Horton Church  
Explore stories with a journey e.g. Rosie’s Walk 

 

Houses 
Building 
Shops 
Office 
Post office 
Station 
Police 
Fire fighter 
Doctor  
Nurse 
Vet 
Pilot 
Teacher 
Map 
Forest 
Lake 

KS1 A Travelling Bear 
Name the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans?  
Identify the North Pole, South Pole and The Equator?  
Use a world map and a globe to locate Peru, South America, United Kingdom, Europe. 

Amazon 
Andes 
Mountain range 
Rainforest 



Name the Capital cities of the 4 countries of the United Kingdom and Peru 
 
Know why is it so hot at The Equator and which continents does it cross?  
Know the main features of an ocean, a mountain, a rainforest,  
 
Know that Peru is in South America and its capital is Lima. 
Know that to go to Peru you have to cross the Atlantic Ocean and that most people would go by plane. 
Describe what it would be like to visit the Amazon Rainforest and the Andes in Peru.  Know that in the 
Amazon it is hot and humid, the forest is often difficult to explore, the river is one of the largest rivers 
in the world.  Know that the rainforest is full of wildlife and lots of different trees and plants.  People 
live along the river rather than deep in the forest. 
Deforestation is spoiling habitats. 
 
The Andes are one of the highest mountain ranges in the world. 
It is hard to live in the mountains because it is hard to grow crops. 
There are no roads in the highest parts of the mountains. 
Cusco is one of the cities of the Andes and many people visit there to start their journey to Macchu 
Picchu. 
Macchu Picchu was found in the Andes over 100 years ago and was an Inca city that was abandoned. 
 
Know that London is the capital city of England and the United Kingdom. 
Know that it is a very big and busy city. 
It has many historical buildings such as The Tower of London, Houses of Parliament and Buckingham 
Palace. 
Know that the Queen lives in Buckingham Palace. 
Know that the River Thames runs through London.  
 

City 
Equator 
Humid 
Macchu Picchu 
Lima 
London 
Edinburgh 
Cardiff 
Belfast 
Sky scraper 
Deforestation 
Ocean 
Continent 
Asia 
South and North America 
Europe 
Antarctica 
Australasia 
Africa 
Atlantic Ocean 
Arctic Ocean 
Southern Ocean 
Indian Ocean 
Pacific Ocean 
Map 
Globe 
 

KS1 Summer Holiday 
Find Llandudno and Rudyard  on a map of the UK 
Know that Llandudno is in Wales and Rudyard is in Staffordshire, England. 
Know that you can drive to Llandudno from Horton. 
 
Llandudno is a seaside town where lots of people visit for a holiday or a day trip. 

Promenade 
Pier 
Tramway 
Cliffs 
Beach 
Cable cars  



Llandudno grew as a town because people wanted to come on holiday, there are lots of cafes, 
restaurants, shops and hotels. There are also holiday cottages and caravan and camping grounds close 
to the town. 
There is a theatre and a leisure centre. 
There is a beach with a pier. There is a promenade with a paddling pool. 
There are lots of things for people to do such as donkey rides, amusements on the pier, walking on the 
cliffs. 
The Great Orme is a hill which people can travel up on a tramway or cable cars. 
 
Rudyard Lake is in the Staffordshire Moorlands. 
Rudyard is a village, its nearest town is Leek. 
It is a place where lots of visitors come for day trips 
It is a reservoir which is used for Stoke on Trent. 
There is a railway along the lake and a walkway around the lake. 
There are cafes and a hotel. There are also holiday cottages and a caravan park close to the lake 
There are things to do on the lake such as boat trips, paddle boarding and rowing. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Reservoir 
Railway 
Staffordshire Moorlands. 

KS1 Frozen 
• Know where the polar regions are. Find them on the world map?  
Describe an iceberg and a glacier 
• Know that penguins live in the south pole and polar bears, Arctic fox, Arctic hares, seals, walrus, 
caribou, reindeer, musk ox, lemmings, squirrels live in the north pole. Whales and seals live in both.  
• How are the animals specially adapted to extreme conditions?  
• Polar regions are extremely cold.  The Antarctic is colder than the arctic.  They have no sunlight in the 
winter and no darkness in the summer. 
The Antarctic is land surrounded by sea and the Arctic is sea surrounded by land 
Countries in the Arctic are Norway, Sweden, Finland, Canada, Russia, Greenland 
Parts of Antarctica have been claimed by other countries such as UK, Australia, Argentina and France. 

 

 

KS1 Pots and Pieces 
Stoke is the nearest city to Horton. 
Stoke is often called The Potteries. 

City 
Potteries 
Ceramics 
Terraced 



Other cities are London, Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham. 
Stoke is made up of 6 towns.   
Stoke has famous football teams; Stoke City and Port Vale. 
Stoke is famous for its pottery, although not as much is made now as in the past. 
In the past, nearly everyone who lived in Stoke worked for the pottery companies. 
Pottery was made in Stoke because it had lots of coal, clay and water. 
There are lots of different types of houses in Stoke – flats, semi-detached, terrace, detached houses. 
People go to Stoke to go to the cinema, theatre (Regent Theatre) or to go Shopping at the Potteries 
Shopping Centre. 
Describe the similarities and differences between Horton and Stoke. 

Semi-detaches 
Detached 
Tower blocks 
Industry 

KS2 

KS2 Scrumdiliumptious 
Cadbury Chocolate 
Know that the factory is in Bournville, Birmingham. 
Find Birmingham on a map of the UK. 
Know that the ingredients for  chocolate come from many different place e.g.: 
Milk from the UK 
Cocoa from Ghana.  Know where in Africa Ghana is. 
Multi-national companies make huge profits whereas the farmers are often struggling. 
Fair trade chocolate and other goods give farmers a fair price and enable communities to flourish. 
Cadburys help the communities in Ghana and have made a commitment to look after the environment 
and the farmers. 

Agriculture 
Fair trade 
Environment 
Profit 
 

KS2 Inventors and Creators 
Know the 8 points on the compass 
Read a grid map using 4 and 6 digit coordinates 
Be able to read a map using the key and symbols 

 

Coordinates 
Grid 
Symbols 
Scale 
Ordnance survey 

KS2 Rivers and Rainforests 
Know that the main rainforests are along the equator in S America, Africa and Asia. 
Place on the world map  - continents, oceans, Tropic of Cancer/Capricorn, equator, northern and 
southern hemisphere 

Rainforest 
evaporation 
condensation 
Precipitation 
Transpiration 



Know the 4 layers of the rainforest and be able to name some of the flora and fauna in each of the 
layers. 
Know that rainforests are a great source of resources for medicines, foods, wood, minerals. 
Know that rainforests provide oxygen and take in carbon dioxide.  That deforestation is affecting 
climate.  Countries chop down rainforests for the minerals in the ground, for logging and farming.  
Deforestation is leading to flooding, loss of soil nutrients and soil erosion, loss of habitats which is 
threatening plants and animals. 
Rivers  
Know the terms tributaries, river-bed, meander, delta  
R Amazon is in several countries in S America such as Brazil, Peru, Columbia. 
It drains into the Atlantic Ocean 
Know the stages of the Water cycle 
 
 

Climate change 
Minerals 
Deforestation 
Emergent 
Canopy 
Understorey 
Forest floor 
Fauna 
Flora 
Meander 
Delta 
Tributary 
Carbon dioxide 
Oxygen  



KS2 Extreme Earth 
Layers of the earth:  inner core, outer core, mantle, crust. 
The crust ‘floats’ on the molten mantle. 
The crust is not completely solid and there are places in the earth where the plates collide or separate 
and that this causes earthquakes and volcanoes. 
Place the ring of fire on a world map 
Be able to draw and label the parts of a volcano – including crater, lava flow, ash cloud, vent, magma 
chamber 
Name and locate on a map Vesuvius. 
Know that Vesuvius erupted in AD79.  It destroyed Pompeii and Herculaneum. The area was covered in 
a thick layer of ask and volcanic rock. 
They were re-discovered in 1748 and have been excavated since. 
Know that volcanoes can be active, dormant or extinct. 
 
Earthquakes happen when tectonic plates move against each other 
They are measured in scale by the Richter Scale. 
A famous earthquake happened in San Francisco in 1906. 
Japan has more earthquakes than any other country.  Buildings are now designed to withstand 
earthquakes. 
Earthquakes can cause Tsunamis. 
Tsunamis occur after earthquakes or volcanoes or in extreme weather.  They are large waves/bodies of 
water which strike land.  They can cause massive devastation such as the Tsunami in December 2004 in 
SE Asia and in Japan in 2011. 
 

Inner core 
Outer core 
Mantle 
Crust 
Tectonic plates 
Volcanoes  
Crater 
Lava 
Magma 
Ash cloud 
Vent  
Eruption 
Active  
Dormant 
Extinct 
Tsunami 
Richter Scale 

KS2 Ancient Egypt 
River Nile and its Influence 
Know that until the 1970s the River Nile flooded every year. 
This made the area around the river very fertile, beyond this is desert. 
Agriculture, settlements all grew up around the Nile. 
The Nile is the longest river in the world: 6,695 kilometres Starts in Burundi, central Africa and flows 
into the Mediterranean Sea.  It flows through 11 countries. 

Irrigation 
Dam 
Hydro-electricty 
Crops 
Agriculture 
 



The Aswan dam was finished in 1970 and this stopped the river flooding  It controls the flow of the river 
to generate electricity, irrigate (water) farms and provide homes with drinking water.  People can now 
control when water is given to crops. 
More than 95% of the country’s population depend on its water and live within a few miles of the river 
banks. 
 

 

Progression Grids 

EYFS Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
Locational and Place Knowledge 

Be aware that there are different countries in the 
world.  
 
Know that a globe represents the planet on 
which we live.  
Know that our school is in Rudyard and they live 
in (Leek, Rudyard, Horton, Biddulph).   

Know that they live in England.  
 
Read a simple map  
Explore traditional tales e.g. making a map of Red 
Riding Hood’s journey or ‘We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt’ Observations of the local environment e.g. 
School grounds, Rudyard Lake, Horton Church  
Explore stories with a journey e.g. Rosie’s Walk 
 
  

 

Talk about places that are familiar to them.  
Compare where people they know live.  

Name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans.  
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding areas. 
Understand how some places are linked to other 
places e.g. roads, trains.   
Know that they live in Staffordshire and that 
Stoke –on-Trent is the nearest city. 
  
Name, describe and compare familiar places.  
Link their homes with other places in their local 
community.  
Know about some present changes that are 
happening in the local environment e.g. at 
school.  
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom (Horton and surrounding area), and of a 

• Identify the different hemispheres on a map.  
• Use the compass points N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, 
NW to direct and locate using a compass.  
• Locate and label different countries/continents 
in the Northern and Southern hemisphere.  
• Raise questions about the different 
hemispheres and make predictions on how they 
think life will be different in the two 
hemispheres.  
• Describe and explain the processes that cause 
natural disasters.  
• Draw conclusions about the impact of natural 
disasters through the study of photographs, 
population numbers and other primary sources.  
• Use the language of rivers e.g. erosion, 
deposition, transportation.  
• Explain and present the process of rivers.  
• Research and discuss how water affects the 
environment, settlement, environmental change 
and sustainability.  



Identify some similarities and differences 
between life in Horton and another country.  
Identify some similarities and differences 
between crops grown in Horton and another 
country.  
 

small areas in a contrasting non-European 
country (Peru). 
 

• Understand how geographical features are 
marked on a map. Using this knowledge, children 
to study world maps to identify other major 
cities, hilly areas, rivers etc.  
• Look at settlements, particularly in relation to 
volcanoes – what conclusions can be drawn?  
• Reflect on the impact trade has on an area and 
generate ideas for cause and effect.  
 

Human and Physical Geography 
Begin to talk about the differences between the 
seasons.  
Link physical features to where animals live e.g. 
polar bear in North Pole.  
Link human features to places significant to 
them.  
 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom and the location of hot and 
cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles.  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
vegetation, season and weather.  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key 
human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop.  
 

Look at pictures and labelled diagrams of 
different historical settlements over time.  
Produce own pictures and labelled diagrams.  
Ask and answer questions through own 
knowledge and self-conducted research: What 
resources were used? Why were they used? Why 
were their settlements so different? What tools 
were available? What was the purpose of the 
settlements?  
Study how land in the local area was used during 
the historical periods studied. Look at land use in 
the same area today and consider how and why 
this has changed.  
Locate places in the world where volcanoes 
occur.  
Understand and be able to communicate in 
different ways the cause of volcanoes and the 
process that occurs before a volcano erupts.  
Study maps and pictures of the local area. 
Compare and contrast photos and maps from 
today.  
Understand how physical features can have an 
impact on settlement and human activity. 



 
 
 
 

Fieldwork 
Walk in the local environment and notice houses, 
churches, roads, forests, lakes, hills, hotels and 
schools. 
 

Study maps and aerial photographs and use 
simple compass directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and directional 
language to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  
Draw own maps of the local area; use and 
construct basic symbols in a key.  
Communicate findings in different ways e.g. 
reports, graphs, sketches, diagrams, pictures.  
Using simple fieldwork and observational skills 
study the geography of our school and local area, 
including Rudyard Lake. 
 

Design questions and studies to conduct in the 
local area.  
 Identify local features on a map and begin to 
experiment with four figure grid references, 
using them to locate and describe local features.  
 Conduct investigations/Undertake surveys  
Use recognised symbols to mark out local areas 
of interest on own maps.  
Choose effective recording and presentation 
methods e.g. tables to collect data.  
Present data in an appropriate way using keys to 
make data clear.  
Draw conclusions from the data.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lines of Enquiry 

 

Five lines of enquiry run through our curriculum – change; place;, fairness; power; environment and food and health.  As a church school, we want the 

children to explore moral issues which will allow them understand that history can help us to learn about how the world is the way it is.  We explore moral 

issues such as ‘how can power be used for good?’  as well as comparing life for the rich and poor throughout the ages.  We discuss whether you should use 

power to inflict your beliefs or is everyone entitled to worship in their own way? As the children go through the school we revisit themes but the questions 

become more searching and the answers more sophisticated.   

 

 Change  Place Fairness Power Environment Food and Health 

A Travelling Bear 
(Peru and the UK) 

How did the 
discovery of 
Macchu Picchu 
change people’s 
knowledge of the 
Incas? 

What is it like in  Peru 
compared to the UK? 

  What is it like in 
the Andes and the 
Amazon? 

 

Toys through the 
Ages 

How have toys 
changed 
throughout 
history 

 Do all children always 
have the same way 
of life? 

   

Summer Holiday How have 
holidays changed 
over the years? 
 

Why do people like 
to visit Rudyard 
Lake? 
How does it compare 
to other holiday 
destinations? 

   How can I keep 
healthy? 

Fire Fire How did the 
Great Fire of 

What is London like 
today and how was it 

Why were some 
people not allowed 

Why were some 
people afraid of the 
king? 

  



London change 
the city? 

destroyed in the 
past? 

to worship how they 
wanted? 

Frozen  How do people live in 
the polar regions? 
What made Scott of 
the Antarctic want to 
go there? 

  What is it like in 
the Polar Regions 
and how do 
animals and 
people adapt? 

 

Pots and Pieces What was life like 
for people 
working in the 
potteries? 

 Was life the same for 
owners and workers 
at the potteries? 

How did Josiah 
Wedgewood affect 
the lives of people 
around the world? 

  

Mayans   Was life the same for 
everyone in Mayan 
times? 

Would you rather be 
a king or a worker in 
Mayan times? 

 How do my teeth 
and digestive 
system help keep 
me alive? 

Inventions and the 
Ancient Greeks 

How have 
inventions 
helped to change 
the world? 
What did the 
Ancient Greeks 
do for 
civilisation? 

 How did the 
invention of 
democracy help 
ordinary people? 

What is it like to 
work for the richest 
people on the 
planet? 
Should the 
strongest/richest 
people hold all the 
power? 

  

Rainforests and 
Rivers 

How is 
deforestation 
affecting the 
rainforests and 
the rest of the 
world? 

What are rainforests 
like and where are 
they? 

 Should governments 
of countries be the 
ones to decide if the 
rainforests are 
chopped down/ 

How is life 
sustained in the 
Amazon 
rainforest? 
How do we 
protect the 
rainforests? 

How can the 
rainforests help to 
save the world? 

Ancient Egypt  How has the Nile 
influenced life in 
Egypt? 

 How did the 
Pharaohs use their 
power? 

 How important 
was the Nile for 
farming? 



World War 2 How did living in 
war time affect 
people? 

 How did the 
government ensure 
that everyone was 
looked after in World 
War 2? 
Is it ever fair to judge 
people based on how 
they worship? 

What happens when 
power is used for 
evil? 
Why do countries 
invade others? 

 Why did rationing 
help people to 
stay healthy? 
What is my body 
like under my 
skin? 

 

 


