
English 

"A word after a word after a word is power."    Margaret Atwood 

 

Our  English curriculum promotes language development which enables pupils to communicate effectively and to appreciate the richness, 
magic and power of the written word. It enables children to see language as a source of pleasure and enjoyment and use it to develop powers 
of imagination, creativity and inventiveness.  
 
We aim to  

 promote a culture of and a love for reading, writing and oracy.  

 equip pupils with the confidence, desire and ability to develop their voice so that they may express their views and opinions both orally 
and in writing.  

 equip children with the necessary reading, writing, speaking and listening skills to prepare them for the next stage in their learning and 
life beyond education.  

 expose children with rich and varied vocabulary to help prepare them for life outside of their home town and allow them to appreciate 
our rich and varied literary heritage.  

 be progressively sequenced drawing and building upon prior knowledge and skills.  

 immerse children in high quality, language rich texts.  

 grow a love for reading where children choose to read frequently to seek information and for enjoyment.  

 ensure children master the basic skills of writing – grammar, spelling, handwriting and punctuation – so that they can communicate 
precisely and effectively and to liberate their creativity.  

 actively involves children in the integrated skills of oral language, reading and writing and in discussing and comparing a wide variety of 
texts and forms of English on a daily basis.  

 provide children with opportunities to apply their knowledge, skills and understanding by writing at length for a range of audiences and 
purposes across the curriculum.  

 



We follow the Primary National Curriculum for all aspects of the English Curriculum. Developing a love of reading, and the importance of this 
for our children both now and in the future, lies at the heart of our English curriculum.  
 
We use the Twinkl Phonics scheme to enable children to read words they do not already know.  
We encourage children to talk about books and their reading, to enjoy discussions about character, plot and settings and to begin to develop 
inference and deduction skills. 
We use Jane Considine ‘Write Stuff’ as a starting point for our writing.  This scheme allows teachers to model good examples,  build on 
different grammatical skills to produce sentences and then longer pieces of writing – giving children the structure and scaffolding they need to 
write at length. 
Learning journeys are led using a quality text as the stimulus, this may be fiction (including poetry) or nonfiction.  
English is taught daily with additional sessions for the discrete teaching of phonics, spelling, reading, and grammar and punctuation.  
Through our curriculum, children will develop:  

 a strong command of the written and spoken word –  

 the ability to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and 
audiences  

 the confidence and competence to produce high quality writing  

 a good understanding of grammar and punctuation and its use in effective written communication  
 
Outcomes are planned with a real purpose in mind. The learning journey is shared with children and they understand how each step of their 
learning will contribute to the outcome.  
Opportunities for proof-reading and editing written work is planned and children are encouraged to take an increased responsibility for proof-
reading for mistakes and editing their work, with the reader in mind, as they progress through the school.  
The teaching of Grammar is planned for and taught through the learning journey. Where necessary to introduce a new concept or cement 

understanding, additional discrete grammar sessions may be planned. 

Progression Grids 

 EYFS KEY STAGE1 KEY STAGE 2 

Word Structure Phase 1, 2 and begin 3 phonics Phase 3,4,5 and 6 phonics Year 3 



Formation of nouns using a range of 
prefixes, such as super-, anti-, auto-  

 Use of the forms a or an according to 
whether the next word begins with a 
consonant or vowel (e.g. a rock, an open 
box)  

 Word families based on common 
words, showing how words are related in 
form and meaning (e.g. solve, solution, 
solver, dissolve, insoluble)  
Year 4 
The grammatical difference between 
plural and possessive –s  
Standard English forms for verb 
inflections instead of spoken forms (e.g. 
we were instead of we was, or I did 
instead of I done)  
 
  

Sentence 
Structure 

Write words and phrases that can be 
read and understood by others  
 

Year 1 
How words and phrases can 
combine to make sentences  

 How and can join words and join 
sentences  
Year 2 
Subordination (when, if, that, 
because) and coordination (or, and, 
but)  

 Expanded noun phrases for 
description and specification (e.g. 

Year 3 
Expressing time and cause using 
conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, 
while, because, so), adverbs (e.g. then, 
next, soon, therefore) or prepositions 
(e.g. before, after, during, in, because, of)  
Year 4 
Noun phrases expanded by the addition 
of modifying adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher 



the blue butterfly, plain flour, the 
man on the moon)  

 How the grammatical patterns in a 
sentence indicate its function as a 
statement, question, exclamation, 
command  
 

expanded to: the strict maths teacher 
with curly hair)  

 Fronted adverbials (e.g. Later that day, I 
heard the bad news)  
 

Text Structure Write a simple sentence that can be 
read by themselves and others  
 

Year 1 
Sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives  
Year 2 
Correct choice and consistent use of 
present tense versus past tense 
throughout verbs  

 Use of the progressive form of 
verbs in the present and past tense 
to mark actions in progress (e.g. she 
is drumming, he was shouting  
 

Year 3 
Introduction to paragraphs as a way to 
group related material  
Headings and subheadings to aid 
presentation  
Use of the present tense perfect form of 
verbs instead of simple past (e.g. ‘he has 
gone out to play’ contrasted with ‘he 
went out to play’)  
 
Year 4 
Use of paragraphs to organise ideas 
around a theme  
Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun 
within and across sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid repetition  
 

Punctuation Introduction to their name starting 
with a capital letter  
Introduction to capital letters and 
full stops  
 

Year 1 
Separation of words within spaces  
Introduction to the use of capital 
letters, full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences  

Year 3 
Introduction to inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech  
Year 4 
Use of inverted commas and other 
punctuation to indicate direct speech 



Capital letters for names and for the 
personal pronoun I  
Year 2 
Capital letters, full stops, question 
marks and exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences  
Commas to separate items in a list  
Apostrophes to mark where the 
letters are missing in spelling and to 
mark singular possession in nouns 
(e.g. the girl’s name)  
 

(e.g. a comma after a reporting clause; 
end punctuation with inverted commas: 
The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”)  
Apostrophes to mark plural possession 
(e.g. the boys’ boots)  
Use of commas after fronted adverbials 
(e.g. Later that day, I heard the news.)  
 

Vocabulary  
word, letter, sound  
 

Year 1 
word, sentence, letter, capital letter, 
full stop, punctuation, singular, 
plural, question mark, exclamation 
mark  
Year 2 
verb, tense (past and present), 
adjective, adverb, noun, noun 
phrase, suffix, apostrophe, comma, 
statement, question, exclamation 
command  
 
 

Year 3 
 
word family, conjunction, adverb, 
preposition, direct speech, inverted 
commas (or speech marks), consonant 
letter, vowel letter, clause, subordinate 
clause  
 Year 4 
 
pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial, 
determiner  
 

Reading Children are introduced to a range 
of picture books and learn how to 
listen and enjoy a story, and to react 
appropriately. Their work is based 
upon their core text that is at the 

 Year 1 
Children enjoy slightly longer and 
more complicated stories that 
introduce characters and allow the 
children to experience and discuss 

Year 3 and 4 
Children have novels interspersed with 
the picture books to introduce them to 
sustained reading and the difference in 
writing style when there are more words 



centre of their Learning and 
reflected within provision. They 
learn to ‘read’ this text with their 
teacher and peers, copying the 
teacher’s inflection and 
remembering many of the words 
and phrases. Stories becomes 
embedded in the children’s 
experiences and gives meaning to 
their learning. 

situations safely from the point of 
view of the story character. 
 
Year 2 
The picture books enjoyed take the 
children further away from their 
own experiences, looking at life in 
the past as different characters and 
exploring themes such as racism and 
inequality, caring for our 
environment and life in a different 
country. 

in a story. Vocabulary become more 
complex and technical and children 
become more expressive when reading 
aloud.   
 
 

Writing The children begin to write words, 
captions and eventually simple 
sentences linked to the stories they 
have read and learned. 

Year 1 
The children begin to be able to 
write short pieces of text retelling 
the story. 
Year 2 
The children’s own writing expands; 
becoming greater in length and 
complexity, with an increased use of 
adjectives, careful word choices to 
express the characters’ thoughts as 
well as their own and developing 
non-fiction writing over a number of 
different styles. 

Year 3 and 4  
The stories children read are used to 
stimulate writing in an increasing range of 
text types and with developing 
vocabulary and grammatical structures 
such as dialogue and paragraphing. 
Children are beginning to write more at 
length. 
Narrative writing takes children into a 
wider world of history and geography, 
giving them the opportunity to combine 
ideas and produce new work of their 
own. 

 

 


