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After a lovely start to the Autumn term where we 
enjoyed sunny weather and the chance to all be 
together, we have certainly hit a rocky patch!  

Thank you to all of you for your patience, support 
and kind words regarding our current Covid 
situation.  We are looking forward to welcoming 
the children back on Monday, 4 October.   As I 
said in my email of 29 September, we would be 
very grateful if you could get your child PCR 
tested again before coming back to school .  This 
is just to rule out any chances of someone having 
become positive after their last test. Children who 
have tested positive do not need to take a further 
test but must not come back to school until their 
period of isolation has finished.   We have been 
advised by Staffordshire Local Authority to put in 
place added measures and I will send a separate 
email explaining these. 

On a lighter note, 2022 is a big year for our 
school as we will be celebrating 60 years! We are 
hoping to hold many events next year and will be 
asking The Friends and the children to come up 
with ideas to help us celebrate.  Watch this space!    

Home Learning 

Our priority for learning at home remains reading. 
Please read regularly with your child (5 minutes a 
day can really make a difference).  We can’t 
emphasise enough the importance of learning to 
read as it affects every aspect of the curriculum.  
Parents reading at home with children makes a 
massive difference!  

Key Stage 1 and 2 

Following the success of using Google Classroom 
during lockdown, we have decided to use this for 
home learning.  This will include any learning for 
your child if they are off due to Covid and also any 
projects and activities we would like your children 
to do at home.   

Reception 

Children will be given packs and Mrs Tournier will 
email anything she would like the children to 
practise at home. 
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Events Calendar! 

4 October:  Bag to School Collection 

19 and 20 October: Parent Consultations  

25-29 October: Half Term Holiday 

1 November:  School re-opens 

6 November Friends Firework Display  

15 November:  Maple Class Trip to Cadbury World 

19 November: Children in Need 

26 November:  Fluenz vaccine for Reception to Y4 

2 December:  Creating Christmas 

7 December: School Nativity  

11 December:  Friends Christmas Market 

14 December: Christmas Dinner and Talent Show 

16 December:  Christmas Parties 

17 December: Christingle and school closes for 
Christmas 

Further information to follow nearer to the events. 

Term Dates 2021-22 

 

Half term: 25-29 October 

School Opens: 1 November 

Christmas Holiday: 20 December-4 January 

School opens:  5 January 

Half term: 21-28 February 

School opens: 1 March 

Easter Holiday: 11-22 April 

School opens: 25 April 

Bank holiday: 2 May 

Half Term: 30 May-6 June 

School opens: 7 June 

School closes for summer: 19 July* 

*This is a different date to that previously 
published and is due to a second Bank Holiday 
being granted for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
 
(Staff training days: 4 January, 28 February, 6 June, 20 July) 

 

New SENDCo at Horton St. Michael’s 

We are pleased to inform you that Lesley Mellor 
has joined us as SENDCo. She will spend half a day 
a week in school, combining this role with her 
teaching and SENDCo role at Rushton First School. 
Lesley will work alongside our Teachers and will 
deliver learning interventions to children who need 
some extra support. 

Nursery 

We have a few places remaining in our Nursery for the 
2021-22 academic year. For more information, please 
contact the office. 
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ASM Sports - October Half-Term Holiday Club at Woodcroft Academy, Leek 
For further information, please click below: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fxlivdqwgsgl4lb/AADrYSto0iGyKfBML0pzC9z4a?dl=0 

 
EXTRA PUPIL FUNDING 
THE PUPIL PREMIUM 

 
Your child might be eligible to receive extra 
funding to pay for things such as learning 
interventions, school trips, morning snack, a free 
after school club. If you currently claim benefits, 
or in the event that your circumstances change, 
please contact the office in the strictest 
confidence for further information or visit https://
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-
awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx 
 
Any child becoming eligible for Free School Meals 
on or after 31 March 2018 has a protected status 
and will retain the eligibility until at least the end 
of Summer 2023 (these pupils should continue to 
receive a free school meal regardless of how a 
family’s circumstances might change). 
 

Consultation Evenings - 19 and 20 October 

Due to the increase in Covid cases in this area, we 
will be running our parent consultation evenings by 
phone this term.  This will be an opportunity to 
discuss how your child has settled into school. We 
will be in touch with appointment dates and times in 
the near future. 

Wrap-around Care 

Before School Club 

Mrs Bridgwood continues to offer childcare before 
the start of the school day, from 8.00am.  

After School Club 

Kipling After School Club is running on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 3.10pm to 
5.10pm. 

 ————————————————————————— 

For more information and to book please contact 
Kipling Club Leader, Katie Kirk, by email:  
hortonkiplingclub@gmail.com 

 School Meals Update 

We are pleased to let you know that the school meal 
ordering system is now running smoothly and would 
like to thank you for your patience during the first 
couple of weeks of term. We are confident that we 
are through the ‘teething troubles’ stage, however, 
if you have any outstanding issues, queries or 
questions please do let us know and we will make 
sure everything is addressed and put right.  A 
reminder that you have until 9.00am on the morning 
to order, although we would recommend ordering a 
week in advance. 

We are sad to announce that Mrs Hayes has 
taken the decision to hang up her apron after 17 
years of cooking for the children (and staff!!) of 
Horton St. Michael’s. She’ll be leaving when we 
break for October half-term and we know she’ll 
be much missed by the children and the staff. 
We wish her all the very best for the future. 

Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy 

Immediate Start 

We are looking for a Lunchtime Supervisor to start 
as soon as possible. Further information is available 
on the school website: https://
www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/
vacancies 

 

Providers in School 

For information, we have the following providers in 
school this term: 

Violin lessons - Suzanne Frost 

Sports coaching - ASM Sports 

Soccer Lions 

Greenwood Growth 

Leek Town Football in the Community 

Walking Bus 

Due to the current circumstances, the Walking Bus 
is on hold for now and we hope to get it up and 
running again in 2022. We will be looking to recruit 
further volunteers and arranging training and DBS 
checks in the Spring. 

Photography 

We had planned for John Taylor to be in school w/c 
27 September for portrait photography but had to 
abandon this plan due to the Covid outbreak. We’re 
in touch with John Taylor to identify a date and will 
let you know. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fxlivdqwgsgl4lb/AADrYSto0iGyKfBML0pzC9z4a?dl=0
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Overview.aspx
mailto:hortonkiplingclub@gmail.com
https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/vacancies
https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/vacancies
https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/life-at-horton/vacancies
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COMMON ILLNESS AND TIME OFF SCHOOL 

Please note the following guidance from Public 

Health England: 

*Conjunctivitis—no time off 

*Diarrhoea and/or vomiting—48 hours 

*Chickenpox—5 days from onset of rash 

*Tonsillitis—no time off 

*Head Lice—no time off 

More information can be found on Public Health 

England’s website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-

health-england 

School Uniform 

A reminder that school uniform is available from GoGo 
Designs at 12 St Edward’s Street,  Leek. Telephone: 
01538 381781. 

New Website 

We are in the process of changing website provider and 
our new school website should be going live after 
October half-term. 

Annual Personal Data Check - Keeping Us 
Informed 

For children in Years 1 - 4:  please let us know 
if there have been any changes to your child’s 
personal details.  We would welcome this 
information via the SIMS Parent app or, 
alternatively, we’ll be sending a form (via 
Teachers2Parents) that you can use to make 
us aware of any changes.  If you have not yet 
activated the SIMS Parent app for your 
child, please contact the office and we can 
send you a registration invitation! 

A reminder to keep us informed of any 
changes to existing medical conditions or any 
new medical conditions.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Reception parents/carers: we’ll be sending 
you an invitation to activate the SIMS Parent 
app over the coming weeks. 

Transition Information for Year 4 Children 

We will be posting information received from the local middle schools on our school website under the 
“Parents” tab, as well sending it by email. 

“It’s Good to Grow” from Morrisons 

A reminder that we’ve signed up for this scheme.  How it works: 

1. Morrisons’ customers download the MyMorrisons app 
2. They sign in or register to MyMorrisons and select the school they wish to collect for 
3. They scan the app at checkout or use online when shopping 
4. For every £10 spent they will receive a Grow Token to donate to their chosen school 
5. School can exchange the Grow Tokens for free gardening equipment after the collection period 

 
Grow Tokens can be exchanged for things like: wheelbarrows, plant pots, mini greenhouses, trowels and 
spades, seeds and much more.  Look out for more information around school!! 

 

Year 4 - Standon Bowers 2022 

The dates for the Standon Bowers residential 
2022 are 11-13 May. We will be writing to 
parents/carers soon with more information 
and a request for a deposit payment. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england

