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Horton St. Michael’s CE First School and Nursery 

SUMMER TERM 2021 NEWSLETTER 

School has been such a busy place recently and it is 
lovely to see the children making the most of our 
lovely forest and outdoor areas, even though the 
weather hasn’t been all that Spring-like yet! 

Now that restrictions are starting to lift we are 
using the opportunity for children to be together 
more and to enjoy each other’s company yet again.  
We have many things in the pipeline for the second 
half of the summer term, which will, of course, 
depend on Government guidance at the time. 

We have planned a whole school trip to Peak 
Wildlife Park on Monday, 12 July.  We are so 
excited to be able to do this as a whole school 
(including Monday’s nursery children too) and treat 
the children to a fun day out. 

On Thursday, 8 July we are planning a big family 
activity day.  This will be in place of our summer 
fair and will incorporate an alternative sports day, 
lots of fun activities and a picnic lunch.  Parents will 
be invited to join us so keep the date free! 

Maple Class are planning an outdoor theatrical 
production as part of their end of term 
celebrations on 7 July — more details will follow.  

Although Year 4 children will not be going to 
Standon Bowers for a residential trip this year we 
will be taking them to Stanley Head on 21 June for 
a day trip with other Year 4 children from Rushton 
and Blackshaw Moor schools.  This will give the 
children the opportunity to make some new friends 
before going onto middle school in September as 
well as trying their hand at learning some new skills.  
The leavers’ celebrations are taking on a different 
slant this year as the Year 4s have requested we 
have a Year 4 family picnic and celebration after 
school on Thursday, 15 July.  We will send out more 
details soon. 

We will be back in touch with further details of all 
of these events and any others when planned. 

 
Lesley Montgomery 

Headteacher 

Places available in our Nursery for 
children age 3+ for September 2021.  
Expression of  Interest Form can be 

downloaded from our website. 
www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/nursery-
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More info on page 4 …. 

Dates 

21 June Year 4 trip to Stanley Head 

5 July Reports emailed to parents this week 

7 July  Maple Class Production at 6.00pm    

8 July Family Activity Day 

12 July Whole School Trip to Peak Wildlife 
           Park 

15 July Year 4 Leavers’ Celebration Day 

16 July School finishes for the summer 

Term Dates 2021-2022 

2 September  Autumn Term starts 

Please go to page 3 for a full list of dates. 

After School Clubs - Summer Term 
 
Mondays: Football for Years 1 & 2 with Leek Town FC 
Thursdays: Forest School with Greenwood Growth 
Fridays: Football for Years 3 & 4 with Leek Town FC 

Kipling Before & After School Clubs 

(ages 4+) 

Please look out for an update on wraparound care in 
the coming days. 

Useful links: 
Free School Meals: https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx 

Family Information Service: https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/service.page?id=qhcQD3oMTqk 

“Stay Connected” service: https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Customer-Alerts/Customer-Alerts.aspx 
FreshStart Catering: https://freshstartcatering.uk/ 
Staffordshire County Council Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information: https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Coronavirus/Home.aspx 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/service.page?id=qhcQD3oMTqk
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Customer-Alerts/Customer-Alerts.aspx
https://freshstartcatering.uk/
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Coronavirus/Home.aspx/smh-svr-ads-001/Staff/suzanne.pointon/Documents/1%20old%20profile%20data
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Transition  

Year 4 parents - we’ll continue to send you any 
communications from the middle schools as it 
is received by us. Also, we have a dedicated 
page on our website where you can find further 
information relating to the move to middle 
school: https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/
parents/year-4-transfer-to-middle-school-
2021 

We’re continuing to review our transition 
activities for children in nursery and other 
year groups ahead of September and will keep 
you informed. 

PE (all children) 

Please can all children have suitable outdoor PE 
kit in school … for those (few and far between) 
days when the weather is good and there is 
opportunity to have PE outdoors. Thank you. 

ParentPay  

Thank you for using ParentPay to pay for school 
trips, fees etc. Nursery parents: please note that if 
your child is starting in Reception Year in 
September 2021, you will be required to activate a 
new account for your child at the start of the new 
school year - we will be in touch with more 
information and instructions after May half-term. 

Personal Data - keeping school informed 

A reminder that you can use the 
SIMS Parent Lite app to keep us 
informed of changes to personal 
details such as address,  telephone 
numbers, email address etc.  This 
app links to the school information 
management system, SIMS.  If you 
have not yet registered for the app 
and would like to, please let the 
office know so that we can send you an invitation. 

End of Year Reports 

We’ll be sending out end of year reports during w/c 5 July in 

a similar way to last year.   Key points to note are as follows: 

 Reports will be sent electronically (in a PDF format) 

via Teachers2Parents email to the primary 1 contact. 

 The reports will be sent over 3 days (one class per 

day) to ensure accuracy. 

 You’ll receive a text message to let you know that 

your child’s report has been emailed. 

 Report feedback will be by electronic questionnaire, 

again via Teachers2Parents. 

In families where a child lives with one parent, we’ll ensure 

that both parents receive a copy of the report. 

School Meals 

Our contract with Fresh Start Catering will be 
coming to an end on 16 July. We’ll let you know 
about catering arrangements for September 
2021 as soon as we have more details. In the 
meantime, if you have any questions please 
email the office in the first instance. 

A reminder for those parents who have 
children currently in Year 2 that meals become 
chargeable in Year 3. 

Sun Safety: 

On the rare occasions when we get a 
sunny day please ensure that your child 
comes to school wearing appropriate 
clothing, hat and sunscreen.   

School Uniform 

A reminder that school uniform is available 
from GoGo Designs. Their shop address is      
12-14 St. Edward’s Street, Leek, ST13 5DS, 
opening times are 7.00am-5.30pm Monday to 
Friday.  Their telephone number is 01538 
381781 and you can also email orders through 
at: sales@gogodesigns.co.uk  

Common Illnesses & Time Off School 

Please note the following guidance from the 
Health Protection Agency: 

*Conjunctivitis—no time off 

*Diarrhoea and/or vomiting—48 hours 

*Chickenpox—5 days from onset of rash 

*Tonsillitis—no time off 

*Head Lice—no time off 

More information on common infectious childhood 
illnesses can be found by visiting the NHS web-
site: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/health/
infectious-illnesses-in-children/ 

mailto:john@gogodesigns.co.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/health/infectious-illnesses-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/health/infectious-illnesses-in-children/
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HORTON ST. MICHAEL’S CE FIRST SCHOOL & NURSERY 

 

Term Dates 2021-22 

 
 

 

(Note for staff: 21 July is a staff training day) 

 

Autumn Term 

1 September School open for staff only (staff training day) 

2 September School open for staff and children 

25-29 October School closed: half-term 

1 November School open for children and staff 

20 December – 3 January School closed: Christmas holiday 

Spring Term 

4 January School open for staff only (staff training day) 

5 January School open for staff and children 

21-25 February School closed: half-term 

28 February School open for staff only (staff training day) 

1 March School open for staff and children 

11-22 April School closed: Easter holiday 

Summer Term 

25 April School open for staff and children 

2 May School closed: May Day 

30 May – 3 June School closed: half-term 

6 June School open for staff only (staff training day) 

7 June School open for staff and children 

20 July (Wednesday) School closes for summer 
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Horton St. Michael’s Nursery 
Rudyard ● Leek ● ST13 8RU 

Headteacher: Mrs Lesley Montgomery 
 

About Us 

Based in picturesque open countryside, conveniently located between Leek, Biddulph and 
Congleton, our popular governor-run Nursery for children aged 3+ opened in September 
2016.  We are registered to offer the Government’s 15 ‘universal’ funded hours of childcare 
and, subject to eligibility, the 15 ‘additional’ funded hours of childcare, as well as privately 
paid hours.  We are open term-time (equivalent to 38 weeks per year) from 8.45am to 
3.10pm, in line with the school day. For 4 year olds attending our Nursery, we also have   
wrap-around care provided on site by our Kipling Club (subject to a separate charge). 

Why choose us?  

*Experience nursery in an Ofsted “outstanding” school (2012-13) 

*Access to qualified & experienced teachers & teaching assistants 

*Child-centred with emphasis on a positive learning experience 

*Follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

*Delicious home-cooked meals freshly prepared daily in our kitchen 

*Outdoor play & activities in a magical countryside setting 

*Very active & successful Parents Association (parents have fun too!) 

*Friendly, caring, professional & forward-thinking staff throughout  

*Home from home/family atmosphere 

*Excellent choice of play equipment & learning resources 

*Variety of attendance patterns from 2.5 to 32.5 hours per week 

*In-year admissions, subject to availability 

Please contact us for more information or to arrange a visit! 

Tel: 01538 306278 ● Email: office@hortonstmichaels.co.uk 
Website: www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk 

 
Find us on Facebook too! 

 

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Ivy has loved her time in nursery. She has flourished in the nurturing, child driven environment on which the 

schooling is based. Horton St .Michael’s has provided her with a beautiful, happy, settled start to her school life and 

given her the perfect mix of love and learning.  

 

We are so pleased that she will continue her education journey here, and we are confident that with the support of such 

a fantastic school, she will grow into a self assured and independent learner. I would not hesitate to recommend the 

school to other parents, it really is a step above and staff go out of their way to provide the very best for the children.  

 

Keep up the good work guys, even through the pandemic, the school remained cheery. It feels like a home from home. 

You get my vote every time, I only wish we’d found you earlier!  

 

Kayleigh, Ivy’s mummy (May 2021) 

 
 


