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Term Dates  
 
 
Half term: 15—19 February 

Easter Holiday: 2 April—16 April 

Bank holiday: 3 May 

Half Term: 31 May—4 June 

School closes for summer: 16 July 

FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 

 
Horton St. Michael’s CE First School & Nursery 

Thank you! 
 
This has not been the start to the year that we were all hoping for 
and I know that many of us have faced challenges over the last few 
weeks.  I would like to say a huge thank you to you all for supporting 
your child/ren’s learning. I am sure that it hasn’t been easy trying to 
juggle home learning with your many other commitments but the 
help you have been giving to your children at home will pay dividends 
when they return to school.  We have been so impressed with the 
attendance online as well as the quality of the work we have 
received, so thank you all.  The health and happiness of your family is 
always the most important thing to us and so if you need to have 
some time out from learning please just let us know and we will do 
our best to help.  Children can always catch up on learning but 
mending anxieties and unhappiness is much harder.   
 
Another huge thank you has to go to our amazing staff who have all 
gone above and beyond at this time.   It has been a huge learning 
curve for the teachers who had one day’s notice to change how they 
work.  They have embraced the change and I am sure that you would 
want to join me in thanking them for all their hard work and 
dedication.   
 
The teaching assistants have been doing an amazing job of helping 
the children of key workers who are in school and I would like to 
thank them for everything they have done over the last few weeks. 
This was especially so in the first couple of days when I was still in 
isolation and they turned up to school to open the doors not knowing 
how many children we would find there or what they would be doing 
with them!  Needless to say they rose to the challenge and when I 
returned to school there were already happy children in school with 
routines to follow.   
 
Children are looked after really well at lunchtimes by our wonderful 
midday supervisors who make sure that the children are safe and 
happy; they really do make a difference to the children’s day. 
 
Our office staff are doing a fantastic job of ensuring that everyone is 
kept up to date with the mind-blowing number of changes, policies, 
risk assessments and everyday correspondence.  These tasks often go 
un-noticed in a school such as ours where the office staff are so 
efficient but without them we would all soon suffer and miss out on 
vital information.   
 
I know that all of the staff are missing having all of the children in 
school.  It is not the same without them and we can’t wait until we 
can welcome all of the children back and fill our school with their 
chatter and laughter.  I hope that day is not too far away. 
 
Best wishes 
Lesley Montgomery 
Headteacher 

Return to School 

As you are probably aware the government have 

said that schools will not reopen to everyone until 

8th March at the earliest.  We hope that this will 

be the day when we will be able to reopen but 

understand that at the moment everything is 

moving at such a pace that things are still 

uncertain.  Once we have a definite date we will 

be back in touch with further details.   

COVID-19 Update 

These days a newsletter wouldn’t be complete 

without a Covid-19 update!  All of the staff in 

school (including our student Miss Fox) are now 

being tested for Covid-19 twice a week.  The tests 

we are using are the lateral flow tests and are 

done at home.  All our results are being collated 

by the government as it helps them get a national 

picture of the incidence of cases as well as the 

proportion of people testing negative as well as 

positive.  We welcome this move by the 

government as it gives us peace of mind as well as 

helping to reduce the infection rate.  At the 

moment all staff and visitors to school are wearing 

masks or visors; staff felt that this was another 

way we could protect each other and the children 

while infection rates remain high. 

Half Term 

Half term is the week beginning 15th February.  

School will not be open to key workers and we 

will not be setting any work over the holidays.  I 

am sure that by then everyone will be ready for a 

rest!  I hope that you will be able to spend this 

time having fun with your family and maybe the 

weather will be kind to us!   
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“Stay Safe Online”  (Online Training Course) 

We have been made aware of some online training (developed by the National Cyber Security Centre) for staff that we think is 
also suitable for parents. It’s quick, easy to follow, informative and provides an effective reminder of some “Dos and Don’ts” 
when online. It takes 20 minutes to complete and then 10 minutes to test your knowledge. You can access this free online 
training using the following link: 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/ncsc-cyber-security-training-for-staff-now-available 

Safer Internet Day - Tuesday, 9 February 2021. Lots of information and resources available on the NSPCC, Internet 
Matters and National Online Safety websites (see links in the ‘useful websites’ section above). 

Parent Consultations 

We normally have our parent consultations in the second 

half of this term.  We would still welcome the opportunity to 

discuss your child’s learning with you whether your child is 

learning at home or at school.  We are planning for these 

discussions to take place in the week beginning 1 March and 

will be in touch with specific dates and times shortly. 

World Book Day - 4 March 2021 

This year, World Book Day falls on 4 March.  
We have registered for digital £1 book tokens 
for you to take advantage of. Please click on 
the link below to access a PDF version of the 
token: 

£1 book token  

The World Book Day website has some great resources and 
activities: https://www.worldbookday.com/ 

Red Nose Day - 19 March 2021 

Message from the Comic Relief website … 

“Red Nose Day is back on Friday, 19 March. The world 
needs a life-changing laugh more than ever, so we’d love 
you to join in the fun—at school or 
from home.” 

We have the date in our school diary 
and hope to be able to support this 
worthwhile cause as we have in the 
past.  We’ll keep you posted. 

Useful websites 

https://www.visyon.org.uk/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/ 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Coronavirus/Home.aspx 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/
department-for-education 

Music for Maple Class 

We have been in touch with Music for Life who are eager to 

provide ukulele lessons for us.  We are now hoping that 

these will take place in the summer term.   

Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, Young Voices have 

cancelled their concerts for this year, however they have 

organised ‘The Big Sing’, this is an attempt to break the 

world record for the greatest number of singers singing at 

any one time.  We have signed up for this virtual event and 

will send out more details once we have them. 

Communications & Keeping Up-to-Date 

We trust you are receiving texts and emails from school. 

Please keep us informed about changes to telephone 
numbers, email addresses and if you move house so that we 
can ensure our records our up-to-date and you don’t miss out 
on communications from school.   

Back in Autumn Term we launched the SIMS Parent app and 
over 60% of parents have registered and are using the app to 
notify school of changes to personal details. For those 
parents who haven’t yet registered, your original invitation 
will by now have expired; we will send you another invitation 
before half-term (please look out for an email from 
noreply@sims.co.uk). For more information about the app, 
please visit the school website:  

https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/parents/sims-parent-
app 

Please note the app is available to the priority 1 parent of 
children in Reception to Year 4. 

We continue to update our website, so please take a look 
from time to time!  Feedback welcome. 

 Find us on Facebook—Horton St Michael’s CE First School & Nursery, Rudyard  

Nursery (3+ year olds) 

If you’re thinking about increasing your child’s hours in 

Nursery in Summer Term please contact the office so that 

we can secure the sessions for you.  Expression of Interest 

forms for September 2021 starts are now available on our 

website: https://www.hortonstmichaels.co.uk/nursery-2 
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